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T  H  e     New     H  i  g  H  w  a 


'  1  Al  I  I      resources  ol    Canada  were   not  discov  \  red  >  estcrday .       In 

*       ".    i      '          tssivf  f  •aerations  ha vt  been  developing  them 

atul   reaping  the   profits   of  that  development  ;    in   the    West,    the 

hunters  .nul  trappers  of  past  years  rcali/ed  that  the  broad  prairies 
>«\,i  which  they  pursued  iheir  quarry  contained  in  their  uncultivated 
soil  llie  potentialities  of  national  wealth.  The  vast  abundance  o' 
siiil,  lisheiies,  lotcsls  :uul  mines  has  long  been  known  and  in  part 
Utilised  The  possession  ol  these  national  assets  \\  as  no  secret. 
And  now  that  the  Canadian  people,  as  :i  whole,  have  risen  to 
.1  propei  appreciation  ol  the  invaluable  heritage  that  is  theirs 
comes  cogni/ancc  .'I  llu-  fact  that 
to  them  has  been  committed  the 
destiny  ol  the  Hritish  Kmpire  in 
Nor  ill  America. 

•lailians  nt  the  preceding 
generation  were  given  to  pro- 
phesying, to  building  upon  the 
future.  They  hoped  lor  the  time 
when  the  population  would  he 
sufficiently  numerous  to  possess 
the  land  and  touch  hands  across 
the  continent  Itom  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific.  They  looked  forward 
to  the  day  when  the  prairies 
would  he  turned  into  wheat  fields; 
when  the  mines  would  be  induced 
to  ^i\e  up  their  treasure;  when 
the  lorests  of  the  far  north  would 
be  itindt-  i/«vr.v.v/'A/«-.  and  when  it 
would  be  possjhle  for  Canadians 

ail  themselves  of  those  re- 
sources that,  owing  tii  lltfir 
isalutit>n  ami  iit\t,in,-t-  tnnn  tin-tins 
(i/  InuisfittrtutioH,  had  been  for 
"  idle  capital  "  in  the 
national  exchequer.  Canada's 

•it  is  the  threshold  to  that 
future  that  former  generations 
s.i\\  "as  in  a  glass,  darkly." 
What  they  prophesied  is  being 
fulfilled  ;  what  they  hoped  for  is 
coming  lo  pass;  and  in  turn  the 
Canadians  of  lo-d.ix  are  looking 
out  into  a  tut ure  brighter  and  larger  and  more  prosperous  than 
the  growing  present.  For  the  true  goal  of  Canada's  ambition  still 
lies  be  lore  her.  She  has  only  started  on  her  career  ;  and  what  has 
been  done  is  not  a  fulfilment  of  promises,  but  only  an  indication 
.'I  what  fulfilment  means.  h  is  but  a  measure  of  her  possibilitu  s 
provided  the  Canadian  people  be  true  to  themselves  and  to  their 
national  trust. 

M  -  h  has  already  been  done  to  develop  Canada  ;  but  what 
has  been  ili-ne  only  makes  more  evident  the  unsupplied  needs  of 
the  counti  \  C.ii'  nil.ition,  though  grow  inc.  is  still  exceed- 

*  it  .*•>        *•*  r* ' 
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ingly  small  in  comparison  with  her  area  and  her  productive  pov. 
Her  harvest    of  grain  is  large  and    s  Is   to-day  in  the   e^ 

the  world  as  the  great  food  exporlii  the  future. 

only  a  scar  has  been  made  upon  the  vast  areas  that  are  capable  .'I 
producing  wheat.  The  existing  means  of  transportation  bring  but 
a  moiety  of  tli  -  into  touch  with  the  markets  of  the  world  ; 

and   beyond  this   bell  the  land  is  still  idle  waiting  for  the  rail" 
the  settler  and  the  plough. 

Hctween  the  older  Canada  of  the  Kast  and  the  newer  Canada 
of  the  prairies  and  the    Pacific   there  is  still   a  wide  gap  which  at 

present  is  little  more  than  bridi; 
Hundreds  of  miles  of  hut  sparsely 
peopled  territory  intervene  be- 
tween the  more  thickly  settled 
portions  of  Quebec,  of  Ontario 
and  of  Manitoba.  The  result  is 
entuate  the  difference  be- 
tween Kastcrn  and  Western  ' 
ada,  to  make  the  West  appear 
like  .1  separate  community  and 
almost  to  split  the  l>ominion  in 
two.  Nature  abhors  a  vacuum. 
This  gap  must  be  filled.  Not  a 
mere  bridge  is  required,  but  peo- 
ple and  homes  and  permanent 
settlements  to  build  up  this  new 
Ontario  and  new  CHiebcc,  and 
complete  the  chain  connecting  the 
people  of  the  St.  I,awrcncc  Valley 
and  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
on  the  one  side,  with  the  dcni/ens 
.ida's  great  West,  on  the 
other.  This  is  the  Dominion's 
backbone,  so  to  speak :  Canada 
needs  strengthening  here.  The 
link  of  settlement  now  extending 
along  the  international  frontier 
must  be  carried  farther  inland  and 
expanded  until  the  gap  is  filled 
and  the  Kast  and  West  are  more 
securely  wi-lded  together. 

And  this  deepening  is  also 
needed  in  the  prairie  west  and  in 
the  more  distant  west  by  the  Pacific  The  settled  belt  is  too  nar- 
row for  its  length.  It  needs  carrying  back  from  the  frontier. 
Canada's  long  drawn  out  front  should  be  deepened  and  buttressed 
bx  a  hinterland  filled  with  farmers  and  other  permanent  settlers. 
This  broadening  of  Canada  would  open  up  a  new  Dominion 
greater  in  extent  than  that  now  occupied  and  whose  resource- 
unequalled  by  those  of  any  other  portion  of  the  continent  and  unsur- 
passed by  those  of  any  other  country  in  the  world  that  still  ii 
settlement  and  keeps  the  di»or  open  to  hona-fide  honv 

To  make   this  development    possible  ;    to  carry    Canada  back 
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from  her  southern  frontier;  to  open  up  her  great  hinterland;  to 
develop  her  virgin    resources  ;  and  to  give  to  her  people  a  new 
Dominion,  one  thing  above  all  others  is  essential — a  second  railway 
across  the  continent  through  her  northern  lands.     That  accom- 
plished, the  deepening  of  her  settled  territory  must  follow  ;  without 
it  the  Canadian  people  must  remain  shut  out  of  fully  one-half  of 
their    heritage, 
excluded    from 
millions  of  acres 
of  fertile  land  to 
the  north  simply 
because  its  doors 
have  been  closed. 

These  doors 
are  about  to  be 
opened  by  the 
construction  of 
the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  Railway. 

The  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific 
Railway  will  span 
the  continent  and 
provide  a  new 
highway  entirely 
upon  Canadian 
soil  from  the  At- 
lantic  to  the 
Pacific.  Binding 
together  still  HARBOR  OF  ST.  JOHN 

more  closely  the  older  and  more  settled  portions  of  Canada,  it  will 
at  the  same  time  open  up  vast  areas  whose  fertile  soil,  virgin  for- 
ests and  mineral  deposits  await  the  plough,  the  axe  and  the  pick 
of  the  pioneers  of  development.  To  the  grain-producing  West  it 
will  afford  another  channel  through  which  its  ever  increasing 
surplus  of  food- 
stuffs, which  now 
congest  the  present 
outlets  to  the  sea, 
will  be  carried  east- 
ward on  their  w.ay 
to  the  markets  of 
Great  Britain. 

In  Eastern 
Canada  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Rail- 
way will  begin  at 
Moncton,  N.  B., 
where  connection  is 
to  be  made  with  the 
forking  lines  of  the 
Intercolonial  Rail- 
way which  run  to 
St.  John,  N.B.,  and 
to  Halifax,  N.  S., 
respectively.  This 
puts  the  new  system 
into  direct  touch 
with  Canada's  two 
Atlantic  winter 
ports.  Proceeding 
westward  the  rail-  SIIIIMMM.  VAM  01  VKR, 

wa\  will  cross  the  St.  Lawrence  River  at  Quebec,  thus  placing  this 
excellent  summer  port  on  the  main  line  of  the  new  trans-continental 
road.  From  Quebec  the  road  will  proceed  westward  through  the 
northern  portions  of  the  Provinces  of  Quebec  and  Ontario  and 
thence  through  Manitoba  to  the  city  of  Winnipeg.  From  Winni- 


peg to  the  Rocky  Mountains  it  will  bear  north-westward,  touching 
the  Pacific  Ocean  at  Port  Simpson  or  at  some  other  suitable  port 
in  British  Columbia.  Branches  will  be  built  to  Montreal,  Canada's 
business  metropolis  and  summer  port,  and  to  the  Great  Lakes 
which  form  the  western  link  of  the  water  highway  of  the  Dominion. 
Connection  will  also  be  made  at  different  points  with  the  old  Grand 

Trunk,  the  pion- 
eer railway  sys- 
tem of  the  Do- 
minion, w  h  i  c  h 
already  s  e  r  v  e  s 
the  chief  centres 
of  manufacture 
and  of  population 
in  Canada  with 
their  best  means 
of  transportation. 
Looked  at 
from  the  stand- 
point of  a  great 
imperial  highway 
the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  possesses 
a  d  v  a  n  t  a  g  e  s 
w  h  i  c  h  must 
weigh  heavily  in 
its  f  a  v  o  r.  It 
shortens  the  dis- 
tance between 

NEW  BRUNSWICK  Great  Britain  and 

the  East  by  many  hundreds]of  miles.  A  few  comparisons  of  routes 
will  make  this  clear.  By  the  present  existing  Canadian  routes  the 
distance  from  Liverpool  to  Yokohama  is  10,045  miles  :  —Liverpool 
to  Quebec,  2,632  ;  Quebec  to  Vancouver,  3,078  ;  and  Van- 
couver to  Yokohama,  4,335, — making  a  total  of  10,045  miles. 

When  theGrand 
Trunk  Pacificis  com- 
pleted the  distance 
will  be  lessened  by 
about  528  miles.  It 
will  then  be:  Liver- 
pool to  Quebec, 
2,632  miles  ;  Que- 
bec to,  say,  Port 
Simpson,  about 
3,025  miles  ;  Port 
Simpson  to  Yoko- 
hama, 3,860  miles, 
—  total, 9,517  miles. 
The  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  will  not  only 
afford  the  shortest 
route  from  British 
ports  to  the  East. 
but  also  from  the 
large  centres  ot 
Canadian  produc- 
tion and  commerce; 
and  by  means  of  the 
new  system's  exten- 
sive connections  it 
HRITISII  (oi .1  Minx  will  also  be  the 

shortest  route  to  the  Orient  for  many  of  the  largest  cities  of  the 
United  States. 

From  Quebec  city  the  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  will 
proceed  through  the  northern  portion  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
in  a  westerly  direction,  crossing  the  western  boundary  of  the  Pro- 
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viiue   .il     .1    point    about     v>    miles    south    .       I  \hitibi.      The 

leirilotv   tiavcrsed  is  largely    unsettled   and    at    present    practically 
in.u  ,  essihle    li>   settlers   by   reason   ot   its   l.i  ;rion. 

lli.it    ih.  :t    is   rich    in    agricultural,    mineral   and 

loiest  resources   has  been  established   b  .;iial   surveys  and 

l>\     ilu-    sin  .i-ss    tli.it    has   attcndi-d    settlement    in    similar   districts 


that    lu-r>  .,J   a  hall 

milli.  i.uliui.il 

purposes,    the   soil    of    wh  mposed  w    and   I 

loam."     In  tl  ii  the  predominating   timber  w»«  four 

be    yellow     and    hack    hin.li,    and     in   the   low   land   and  »w.i 
cedar,      ash,      elm.      and      halsam     occurred      most  ,tl\. 


FARM    NKAR    BH  \\  I  11    Mills.    KVISV     imik.    OM\Klo 

situate  even  farther  north  than  the  proposed  route  of  the  drand 
Trunk  Pacific.  \  settlement  whose  prosperity  is  an  evidence  of 
the  worth  of  north-western  Quebec  is  that  in  the  Lake  St.  John 
region,  situate  almost  due  north  of  the  city  of  Quebec.  Here 
large  loiest  aieas  have  been  cleared  and  the  farmer's  plough 
has  superseded  the  axe  of  the  lumberman.  A  large  population  is 
maintained  in  prosperity.  A  rieh  soil  was  found  awaiting  the 
husbandman  and  abundant  crops  rewarded  the  industry  of  the 
settlers.  The  soil  is  generally  composed  of  a  rich  grey  clay  ;  and 
the  land  seems  to  be  inexhaustible.  In  some  places  heavy  crops 
of  wheat  have  been  produced  for  fifteen  years,  and  the  yield  shows 
no  sign  .if  falling  off.  Throughout  the  district  wheat  and  other 
plains  produce  abundantly  and  ripen  well.  The  climate  is  very 
similar  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  residents  of  Montreal,  while  it  is 
said  to  be  considerably  milder  than  that  of  Quebec  city.  The 
snowfall  is  certainly  less  than  in  the  vicinity  of  the  latter.  Such  is 
the  character  of  a  large  settled  area  of  northern  Quebec,  situate 
fully  one  hundred  miles  north  of  the  proposed  line  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway. 

Of  the  character  of  the  north-western  portion  of  Quebec 
there  is  much  reliable  information  contained  in  reports  of  surveys 
made  by  Government  geologists  ;  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  these  surveys  were  made  before  the  new  trans-continental 
railway  was  projected.  It  lias  been  found  (hat  the  whole  country 
slopes  westward  and  that,  generally  speaking,  it  is  fairly  level. 
With  regard  to  one  comparatively  small  section  the  report  states 


\t  \H    IIKI  I  I      MISI  v.     SIH     .-MARIO 

The    general   surface    of  the    land    to    be    traversed   by   the    rail- 
way   is   undulating,   and   without   mountains    ot   any    consequence. 

Farther  west  is  the  Abitihi  region,  and  in  describing  its 
resources  the  geological  report  says  :  ••  Minentls,.  Iron,  copper, 
magnetic  iron  pyrites  and  steatite  are  reported,  and  inasmuch  as 
the  great  Huronian  belt  of  metaliferous  roJks  traverses  this  region 
further  discoveries  are  anticipated.  Timber.  —  White  and  red  pine 
is  found  over  the  whole  region.  On  the  north  side  of  the  height 
of  land  pine  trees  measure  from  eight  to  nine  feet  in  circumference. 
White  spruce,  yellow  birch,  cedar,  are  also  tolerably  abundant. 
Poplar,  canoe  birch,  banksian  pine,  elm  and  ash  are  also  reported, 
and  sugar  maple  and  aspen. 

"  The  whole  country  northward  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mont- 
real River  is  correctly  described  as  a  level  clay  plain  with  rocky  hills 
protruding  here  and  there  through  it.  C'lay  appears  to  be  uniform 
throughout  the  whole  region.  Indian  corn  is  grown  in  seveial 
localities  near  the  head  of  Lake  Temiscaming." 

In  regard  to  arable  land  the  report  states:  "The  la- 
areas  of  arable  land  are  on  the  Blanche  and  around  l.akc  Abitibi. 
Several  acres  ot  this  clay  soil  are  cultivated  at  the  Hudson's  Hay 
Company's  post  at  Abitibi,  and  with  satisfactory  results.  I  he 
only  crop  grown  at  present  is  potatoes  ;  but  I  was  informed  by 
the  man  who  has  charge  of  the  farming  operations  la  French- 
Canadian  who  has  been  more  than  thirty  years  at  \bitibi,  hut 
was  brought  up  as  a  farmer  near  Sorel,  in  the  Province  01 
Quebec)  that  several  other  crops,  including  wheat,  had  been 


"''I'M IF.  greater  part  of 
•*•  the  \ast  region 
through  which  the  new 
line  might  pass  between 
Quebec  and  Port  Simpson 
is  woodland,  and  we  ha\  e 
to-day  a  new  value  given 
ti'  the  timber  which  was 
undreamed  of  twenty -live 
w.iis  .1-0.  The  territ 
to  be  :  :  is  the 

natural  home  of  pulp- 
wo.vl.  and  in  this  vege- 
table substance  the  unoc- 
cupied regions  of  Qiu 

Ontario   have  an   in- 
evh.uistible    ciop     ready 


for  harvesting  A  crop 
of  a  perennial  character, 
which,  in  extent.  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  is  unsur- 
passed i  n  1  h  c  North- 
. \merican  Continent — 
perhaps  in  the  whole 
world.  In  the  Far  \orth- 
West  it  would  open  up 
tor  ranching  the  rich 
plains  of  the  Peace  River 
and  Northern  British  > 
lumbia,  and  render  the 
more  distant  gold  fields 
more  easily  accessible  at 
all  seasons." — Sir  San,i- 
ford  firming. 
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Till-]  great  belt  of  16,000,000 
acres  of  the  best  clay  land 
in  New  Ontario  is  three-quarters 
the  si/e  of  the  cultivated  portion 
of.  Old  Ontario,  and  when  it  is 
Cleared  there  will  be  an  immediate 
market  for  the  wood.  The  great 
Hudson  Hay  fisheries  will  be  trib- 
utary to  Ontario  ;  and  besides 
gold,  iron  and  copper,  the  world's 
supply  of  nickel  lies  in  this  region 
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ill-:  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
is  applying  for  permission 
to  extend  the  branch  known  as 
llie  Ottawa  XortlK-ni  and  Western 
from  Maniwaki.  its  present  ter- 
minus, northerly  to  James  I'.av  ; 
also  a  branch  westward  from  any 
point  on  its  main  line  to  Lake 
1  emiscaming. 
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tried  in  former  years,  and  with  such  results  that  he  is  inclined  to 
insist  that  all  the  ordinary  cereals  can  be  cultivated  as  success- 
fully at  Abitibi  as  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Such  an  opinion  from  a 
man  who  has  been  for  so  many  years  practically  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  is  worth  recording,  and  ought  to  be  reliable." 
In  describing  the  western  part  of  the  Abitibi  region,  which 
is  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  the  report  refers  to  the  abundance 
of  fur-bearing  animals,  and  speaks  in  particular  of  the  rich 
agricultural  lands.  In  this  connection  it  says: — "From  my 
observation  in  this  district  I  am  convinced  that  there  are  large 
areas  of  agricultural  land  of  excellent  quality,  expecially  in  the 
river  valleys,  the  soil  in  most  cases  being  a  clay  loam,  free  from 
stones  and  easily  cleared.  The  climatic  conditions  also  seem 
favorable  for  farming  operations  and  these  would  improve  with  the 
clearing  and  drainage  of  the  land.  Out  of  a  collection  of  nearly 
seventy  species  of  plants  from  this  district,  Professor  Macoun 
says  there  is  only  one  that  indicates  a  cold  climate,  and  that  was 
found  in  a  peaty  swamp.  When  it  is  remembered  that  Lake 
Abitibi  is  farther  south  than  the  southern  boundary  of  Manitoba 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  latitude  to  prevent  the 
successful  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  further,  it  has  been  practi- 
cally proved  for  many  years  that  vegetables  of  all  kinds  can  be 
successfully  grown  at  Abitibi  post." 


South  herefrom  is  the  Lake  Temiscaming  district,  in  which 
settlement  is  already  far  advanced  and  where  a  considerable  popu- 
lation is  carving  out  for  itself  productive  farms. 

The  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  will  enter  that  extensive 
tract  of  territory  known  as  "  New  Ontario,"  containing  the 
recently  discovered  fertile  "clay  belt  of  sixteen  million  acres  of 
arable  land."  In  describing  the  resources  and  climate  of  northern 
Ontario  the  report  says  :  — 

"The  result  of  the  exploration  is  that  a  tract  of  arable  land 
has  been  found  north  of  the  height  of  land,  stretching  from 
Quebec  boundary  west  across  the  districts  of  Nipissing,  Algoma 
and  Thunder  Bay,  comprising  an  area  of  about  24,500  square 
miles,  or  15,680,000  acres.  The  soil  is  a  clay  or  clay  loam, 
nearly  all  suitable  for  farming  purposes,  and  the  region  is  watered 
by  the  Moose  and  its  tributaries,  the  Abitibi,  Mattagami  and 
Missinaibie,  and  the  Albany  and  its  tributaries,  the  Kenogami  and 
Ogoke\  Along  this  latter  stream  alone,  about  which,  formerly, 
nothing  was  known,  a  tract  of  good  land  was  found  extending  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  for  a  distance  of  over  forty  miles,  and  in 
the  district  of  Rainy  river,  between  the  surveyed  townships  around 
Dryden  and  Lac  Seul,  another  extensive  area  of  good  land  was 
found,  about  600  square  miles,  or  384,000  acres  in  extent. 

"  A    great  pulpwood  forest    has    been    located    north  of  the 
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AT  the  approaching  session  of 
the  Federal  Parliament  a 
company  in  course  of  organiza- 
tion will  apply  for  a  charter  to 
construct  an  electric  railway  from 
Ottawa  and  Hull  to  Buckingham; 
thence  up  the  Lievre  River,  to  a 
point  on  the  line  of  the  proposed 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  and  on  to 
James  Bay  ;  also  a  line  from 
Buckingham  to  Thurso. 


*  I  A H  K  Government  of  Ontario 
-*-  has  reserved  from  settle- 
ment a  stretch  of  land  along  t  In- 
line of  the  Temiskaming  Railway 
for  ten  miles  on  either  side  from 
the  north  limit  of  Widdilield 
township  to  New  Liskeard,  nickel 
having  been  discovered  about  ^o 
miles  from  Haileybury.  Some  of 
the  deposit  shows  as  rich  as  44 
per  cent,  of  nickel.  Rich  silver 
deposits  have  been  found  within 
a  short  distance. 
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height  ot  l.nul  extending  across  the  districts  of  Nipissini;,  Algonia 
aiul  Thunder  Hay,  with  a  depth  in  sonic  places  o!  50  miles.  The 
timber  embraces  all  the  common  pulpwoods,  such  as  spruce 
poplar,  jackpine  and  balm  of  gilead,  as  well  as  tamarac  and  cedar 
alonj;  the  banks  ot  the  streams.  It  is  generally  ot"  good  quality, 
usually  thick  on  the  ground,  and  ranges  in  si/e  up  to  three  feet  in 
diameter.  In  the  district  ot  N'ipissing,  south  of  the  height  of  land, 
an  extensive  pine  forest  was  explored  and  estimated  to  contain 
about  ;,  billions  ot  feet,  H.M. 

"  The  climate  of  this  region  is  reported  to  have  no  features 
which  would  prevent  the  ripening  of  grain  or  the  growing  of  root 
crops.  It  lies  for  the  most  part  south  ot  the  501  h  parallel  of 
latitude,  which  crosses  the  province  of  Manitoba  near  Winnipeg, 
and  its  climate  does  not  differ  much  from  that  of  the  latter  pro- 
vince. Crops  of  grain,  potatoes  and  other  vegetables,  and  even 
small  fruits  were  found  growing  as  far  north  as  James  May." 

l-'rom  these  repoits  and  from  the  success  that  has  already 
attended  settlement  in  this  hinterland  of  Quebec  and  Ontario  it  is 
evident  that  these  extensive  stretches  of  territory  possess  resources 
which  only  require  development  to  suffice  for  the  support  of  a  large 
population  but  which  cannot  be  developed  without  the  opening  up 
of  the  country  by  means  of  a  railway. 

Crossing  into  Manitoba  near  the  Knglish  River  the  lirand 
Trunk  Pacific  will  enter  the  lireat  Canadian  West,  a  land  of 
prairies  and  rolling  hills,  the  richest  grain  and  pasture  lands  in  the 
world,  where  millions  of  fertile  acres  still  await  homeseekers  and 
where  comfort  and  independence  are  the  sure  rewards  ol  industry 
and  prudence.  My  common  understanding  the  Canadian  West 
comprises  Manitoba  aiul  the  three  Territories  ol  . \ssinihoia, 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  an  area  of  J  ^S ,  I  5  I ,  i  >«S<  >  acres.  And  to 
the  north  of  the  Territories  Is  the  district  of  Athabasca,  containing 
within  its  borders  155,612,400  acres  of  land  alone.  Much  even  of 


the  enormous  area  of  the  latter  is  well  within  the  wheat  belt  and 
rich  in  agricultural  promise  Of  all  this  vast  area  only  a  fraction, 
or  4,700,000  acres,  was  I. isi  \i-.it  under  en  p,  producing  more  than 
one  hundred  million  bushels  o:  yr.iin.  This  is  merely  an  indication 
ol  the  possibilities  of  the  country,  for  when  as  large  a  proportion 
of  the  Canadian  West  is  under  cultivation  as  is  the  rule  in  the 
older  and  more  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  Dominion.  Canada 
will  be  the  greatest  producer  and  exporter  of  breadstuff's  in  the 
world. 

The  route  of  the  lirand  Trunk  Pacific  traverses  the  Province 
ot  Manitoba,  passing  through  Winnipeg,  the  commercial  metro- 
polis of  the  West.  The  matchless  agricultural  resources  of  this 
Province  are  too  well  known  to  need  recapitulating  here.  They 
ha\e  been  before  the  world  for  years  and  they  have  more  than 
fulfilled  the  expectations  of  the  pioneers  who  turned  the  first 
furrow  and  reaped  the  first  harvest  in  the  prairie  province. 

Nowhere  on  earth  is  th>-  s.iil  so  uniformly  fertile  through  SO 
\ast  a  stretch  of  territory.  Indeed,  nowhere  on  earth  is  to  be 
found  richer  soil  than  in  Manitoba.  When  the  Indians  named  it 
the  "  Land  of  lireat  Spirits."  or  "  liod's  Country  "  which  is  the 
literal  translation  of  the  word  Manitoba — the  earth's  fertility 
amply  justified  the  title.  Professor  Tanner,  the  great  Knglish 
agricultural  chemist,  stated  "that  although  we  have  hitherto 
considered  the  '  black  earth  '  ol  'Central  Russia  ( Tchorrior  Gem  ) 
the  richest  soil  in  the  world,  that  land  would  have  to  yield  its 
distinguished  position  to  the  rich,  deep,  black  soils  of  Manitoba. 
Here  it  is  that  the  champion  soils  of  the  world  are  to  be  found." 
These  soils  are  a  rich,  vegetable  humus,  from  one  to  two  or  even 
lour  feet  in  depth,  lying  on  a  deep  loam,  the  strata  \aryingin 
thickness  from  five  to  sixty  feet.  The  surface  deposit  is  rich  in 
nitrogen,  phosphoric  acid,  potash,  and  other  ingredients  that  go  to 
make  up  a  perfect  soil.  To  the  high  percentage  of  nitrogen  is  due 
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[Scale  and  Profile  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific, 
the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railways,  West  of  Winnipeg.] 
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the  high  percentage  ot  gluten  in  the  wheat,  which  gives  to  "  Mani- 
toba No  i  Hard "  the  flouring  qualities  that  have  spread  the 
province's  fame  abroad  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  established 
the  standard  for  all  the  wheat  consuming  nations. 

During  a  recent  season  for  which  government  statistics  have 
been  compiled  the  wheat  crop  averaged  26  bushels  per  acre  ;  oats, 
47  bushels  ;  barley,  36  bushels  ;  potatoes,  157  bushels  ;  and  roots, 
265  bushels.  Manitoba's  record  for  the  last  ten  years  places  the  Pro- 
vince in  the  very  front  rank  of  agricultural  countries.  There  are  still 
remaining  more  than  20,000,000  acres  of  unoccupied  farm  lands. 

From  Manitoba  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  proceeds  on  its  way 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  crossing  the  north-eastern  part  of  Assiniboia. 
This  is  known  as  the  park  country  of  the  Canadian  North- West. 
The  general  aspect  of  the  country  is  rolling  prairie,  dotted  over 
with  clumps  of  trees  usually  found  bordering  lakes,  streams  and 
meadows  ;  in  the  hollows  grow  the  heavy  luxuriant  grasses  where 
the  farmer  obtains  his  supply  of  winter  hay.  The  principal  grains 
grown  are  wheat  and  oats.  All  kinds  of  roots,  too,  are  a  sure 
crop.  The  soil  is  so  rich  that  no  fertilizers  are  necessary,  and  in 
this  direction  a  large  amount  of  time  and  money  is  saved.  No- 
where can  farming  be  more  easily  pursued,  and  nowhere  can  the 
frugal,  earnest  and  industrious  immigrant  start  on  a  smaller  capital. 

Eastern  Assiniboia  offers  an  opening  to  the  man  of  limited 
means,  if  he  is  prepared  to  work  and  exercise  economy.  After  a 
year  or  two  of  endeavour  he  will  find  himself  in  possession  of 
a  home  all  his  own,  free  from  the  harassing  conditions,  of  a 
rented  or  mortgaged  farm. 

Lying  north  of  Assiniboia  is  Saskatchewan,  the  largest  and 
the  most  central  of  the  three  North-West  Territories.  Its  area 
is  107,618  square  miles. 

It  includes  in  the  south  a  small  proportion  of  the  great  plains, 
and  in  its  general  superficial  features  may  be  described  as  a  mixed 
prairie  and  wooded  region,  abounding  in  water  and  natural  hay, 
and  well  suited  by  climate  and  soil  for  the  raising  of  wheat, 
horned  cattle  and  sheep.  It  may,  in  fact,  be  described  as  the 
Ontario  of  the  North-West,  its  prairies  corresponding  to  the 
cleared  portions  of  that  Province,  whilst  its  timber  areas  to  the 
north  give  it  a  like  value  in  the  industrial  feature.  The  crops 
consist  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  flax  and  potatoes.  Turnips  and  all 


kinds  of  vegetables  are  raised  successfully.  Oats  are  now  being 
grown  extensively,  there  being  a  demand  for  this  cereal  in  the 
district,  and  there  has  never  been  a  total  failure  of  crops.  The 
district  is  well  supplied  with  good  roads,  and  they  are  easily  kept 
open,  winter  and  summer.  Wild  fruits  of  nearly  every  variety  — 
strawberry,  raspberry,  gooseberry,  blueberry,  high  bush  cranberry, 
black  currants,  etc.,— grow  in  profusion,  and  small  game  is 
plentiful. 

The  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  crosses  the  south-western 
part  of  Saskatchewan,  entering  the  Territory  at  a  point  near 
Saskatoon,  and  proceeds  in  a  north-westerly  direction  into  Alberta. 

Alberta  is  remarkably  well  adapted  for  stock  raising,  and 
large  shipments  of  cattle  and  sheep  are  made  annually  in  gradually 
increasing  numbers.  In  fact,  the  better  this  district  becomes 
known  the  more  its  fitness  for  that  purpose  becomes  apparent. 
Immense  tracts  of  hay  land  are  not  only  to  be  found  south  of  the 
Saskatchewan,  capable  of  sustaining  countless  herds,  but  on  the 
north  side  there  are  areas  of  rich  pasturage.  Fresh  water  is 
everywhere  abundant,  and  the  country,  being  more  or  less  wooded, 
affords  ample  protection  to  the  stock,  which,  however,  must  be 
fed,  and  should  be  sheltered  from  three  to  four  months  every 
winter.  For  bands  of  from  300  to  500  head  it  is  unsurpassed. 
Horses  winter  out  well,  and  can,  therefore,  be  kept  in  large  bands. 

Within  the  borders  of  northern  Alberta  is  a  practically 
illimitable  area  of  the  most  fertile  land,  well  timbered  and  well 
watered.  The  district  has  a  clear,  equable  and  healthful  climate, 
which  makes  it  pleasant  to  live  in.  The  surface  of  the  country  is 
gently  undulating,  and  through  the  centre  of  the  district  the 
Saskatchewan  River  flows  in  a  bed  200  feet  below  the  level. 
Wood  and  prairie  alternate  irregularly.  In  some  parts  there  are 
large  plains  free  from  timber  and  in  others  great  areas  of  woods 
composed  of  large  trees.  The  soil  consists  of  a  layer  of  from  one 
to  three  feet  of  black  vegetable  mould,  with  little  or  no  mixture  of 
sand  or  gravel,  bearing  a  growth  of  wild  vegetation  of  a  luxuriance 
seen  in  no  other  part  of  the  Territories,  and,  indeed,  seldom  seen 
anywhere  outside  of  the  tropics.  It  is  peculiar  to  this  section  of 
the  country  that  the  black  mould  is  deeper  on  the  knolls  and  ridges 
than  in  the  hollows.  With  a  soil  of  such  depth  and  fertility  it  is 
not  wonderful  that  in  good  seasons  a  yield  of  oats  of  100  to  114 
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weighed  bushels  to  the  acre  has  been  common.  Barley  will 
readily  yield  60  bushels  and  wheat  over  40.  and  potatoes  of  from 
two  in  throe  pounds  weight  aro  not  a  rarity.  Live  stock  of  all 
kinds  is  raised  extensively,  including  horses  of  all  grades,  from 
heavy  draught  to  Indian  ponios,  horned  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and 
poultry.  Native  horses  do  well  without  stabling  all  the  year 
round. 

I'o.il  of  excellent  quality  is  found  throughout  the  whole 
district,  being  exposed  on  the  cut  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan, 
Sturgeon,  White  Mud,  Smoky  and  other  streams  in  abundance 
There  is  plenty  of  wood  for  building  material,  and  fuel  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  district.  Gold  is  found  in  the  bars  and  benches 
of  the  Saskatchewan,  Macleod,  Athabasca,  Smoky  and  other  rivers 
in  small  but  paying  quantities,  und  some  settlers,  after  seeding, 
turn  miners  when  the  water  is  low,  and  make  from  $1.50  to  $4.00 
per  day. 

Kdmonton,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Saskatchewan  River,  is 
the  most  important  town  in  northern  Alberta.  It  is  already  a 
flourishing  place,  well-kept  and  thriving,  lighted  by  electricity, 
possessing  a  street  railway,  several  chartered  banks,  newspaper 
olVices  and  all  the  facilities  of  a  modern  business  centre. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  will  pass  through  Edmonton  and, 
crossing  northern  Alberta,  will  enter  the  district  of  Athabasca. 
lieu-  is  .1  \.ist  are,a,  251,965  square  miles  in  extent,  rich  in  natural 
of  many  kinds.  Reports  on  the  character  of  its  different 
sections  are  all  favorable.  The  following  is  taken  from  a  report 
made  by  a  member  of  the  Geological  Survey  who  visited  Athabasca 
eleven  years  ago  : — 

"  The  agricultural  capabilities  of  portions  of  the  Peace- 
Athabasca  district  are  promising  but  have  not  yet  been  thoroughly 
tMttd,  W-vt.ihKs  of  various  kinds  are  grown  yearly,  without 
diHicnlty.  at  Fort  Vermillion,  l.csser  Slave  Lake,  Whitensh  Lake 
.nul  Trout  Lake,  while  potatoes  are  grown  by  the  Indians  even  on 
the  summit  ol  Birch  Mountain,  at  a  height  of  2,300  feet  above  the 
SIM.  \\  lu.it  and  other  cereals  have  been  fairly  successful  at 
l.i-ssi-i  Slaw  Lake  and  at  Fort  Vermillion,  the  only  places  where 
they  have  been  tried.  The  prairie  country  around  Fort  Vermillion 
equals  in  fertility  the  famous  Edmonton  district  and  appears  to 
enjoy  an  equall\  good  climate,  its  higher  latitude  being  compen- 


sated by  its  more  western  situation  and  by  its  lower  elevation. 
This  district  is  about  i  ,000  feet  above  the  sea. " 

The  engineers  sent  out  by  the  Dominion  Government  in  1899 
to  locate  a  line  from  Edmonton  to  the  Yukon,  report  on  this  stretch 
of  country  as  follows  : 

On  the  south  side  of  Lesser  Slave  Lake  theie  is  a  wild  meadow 
30  to  40  miles  in  extent,  that  would  cut  2\  tons  to  the  acre,  while 
the  land  on  the  opposite  side  is  adapted  for  mixed  farming, 
consisting  of  open  prairie  interspersed  with  small  tracts  of  cotton- 
wood  timber.  In  fact  poplar  and  cottonwood  grow  on  the  best 
land  in  this  country,  and  to  see  this  growth  is  to  be  sure  of  good 
land.  The  land  generally  rises  to  a  high  table  land  which  keeps 
up  until  the  Peace  River  is  reached.  This  river  up  to  Hudson's 
Hope  is  in  a  deep  narrow  valley  with  a  high  table  land  on  both 
sides.  Between  these  two  places  the  country  consists  of  magnificent 
grazing  lands  for  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  distance.  Dr.  Dawson 
estimates  the  Peace  River  country  to  contain  15,140,000  acres  of 
good,  fertile  soil. 

And  now  is  approached  the  last  and  least  known  district,  the 
northern  portion  of  British  Columbia,  which  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  will  traverse  on  its  way  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  "  A  land 
fair  to  look  upon,"  and  from  the  reports  of  many  travellers  who 
have  pierced  its  solitudes,  a  region  that  is  bound  to  rival  Cali- 
fornia in  its  productiveness. 

Passing  through  Athabasca  the  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  enters  the  Province  of  British  Columbia.  Its  direction  is 
due  west  toward  the  vicinity  of  Port  Simpson,  on  the  coast.  One 
of  the  first  places  reached  in  this  portion  of  the  Peace  River 
valley  is  Fort  St.  John,  whose  elevation  is  1462  feet  above  sea- 
level.  Throughout  this  section  of  country*  the  soil  is  rich  and 
vegetation  is  early  and  far  advanced  in  July.  The  wild  grasses 
grow  to  a  height  of  three  feet  and  the  pasturage  is  excellent.  On 
the  north  side  of  Fort  St.  John  the  plateau  is  level  or  gently  slop- 
ing As  far  as  the  eye  can  see  the  country-  is  covered  with  most 
luxuriant  vegetation.  Potatoes  of  large  size  come  to  maturity  in 
August  as  well  as  barley  and  oats.  At  Hudson's  Hope  the  general 
aspect  of  the  valley  is  uniform,  and  the  elevation  above  sea  level 
is  1522  feet.  To  the  south  the  slopes  are  well  timbered,  and  to 
the  north  the  country  is  alternate  prairie  and  forest.  On  the 
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north  of  Pine  River  the  country  offers  beautiful  pasturage  and  the 
land  is  of  exceeding  richness,  far  excelling  anything  in  the 
Saskatchewan  Valley.  The  soil  and  climate  are  better,  the  former 
consisting  of  rich  marl  overlying  gravel  and  sand.  The  same 
character  of  country  extends  for  miles  along  the  river.  .At 
Hudson's  Hope  the  valley  is  about  700  feet  below  the  plateau 
level.  The  northern  slopes  are  covered  with  rich  forests  of  white 
fir  of  great  height,  which,  as  a  higher  elevation  is  reached,  are 
replaced  by  forests  of  aspen  trees  and  again  give  place  to  prairie 
lands.  The  vegetable  growth  is  most  rapid,  due  partly  to  the 
length  of  the  days,  and  partly  to  the  high  temperature  during  the 
twenty-four  hours. 

The  valleys  of  all  the  rivers  emptying  into  the  Peace  and  the 
Pine  Rivers  offer  good  pasturage,  and  the  hills  are  covered  with 
valuable  timber.  The  Omenica  gold  fields  will  be  tapped  by  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  as  well  as  the  Cassiar  coal  fields,  and 
immediate  traffic  returns  will  thus  be  assured  which  will  facilitate 
the  beginning  of  construction  work  from  the  Pacific  terminus  of 
the  line. 

From  or  about  this  point,  westward,  and  to  the  Pacific  ter- 
minus, alternative  routes  present  themselves,  and  while  Port 
Simpson  has  been  generally  spoken  of  as  the  ultimate  goal,  it  is 
only  tentatively  so.  So  many  considerations  enter  into  the  matter, 
and  so  strong  are  the  claims  of  one  or  more  other  harbors  the  ap- 
proaches to  and  the  claims  of  which  must  be  fully  considered,  that 
it  were  speaking  at  large  to  assert  at  this  time  that  the  Western 
Sea  is  to  be  found  via  Port  Simpson,  Kitimat,  Butte  Inlet  or 
indeed,  by  any  of  them.  But  with  the  variety  of  excellent 
harbors  that  the  immense  coast  line  of  British  Columbia  boasts,  a 
terminus  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  New  Highway  of  the  "New 
Dominion"  is  assured. 

The  official  reports  of  the  surveys  of  the  Crown  Lands  of 
British  Columbia  make  mention  of  many  valuable  resources 
possessed  by  the  northern  districts  of  this,  Canada's  largest  pro- 
vince. Speaking  of  one  section  the  report  says  that  the  country 
"would  give  very  rich  pasture,  and  the  numberless  hay  meadows 
in  the  river  bottoms,  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  rich 
grasses,  would  render  the  valleys  desirable  for  cattle  raising." 

Throughout  all  this  part  of  British  Columbia  there  is  an 
abundance  of  valuable  timber  ;  gold  and  coal  have  been  found  at  a 
number  of  places  and  there  are  many  indications  of  other  minerals. 

The  whole  of  British  Columbia  will  be  benefited  by  this  new 
transcontinental  rail  which  crosses  the  Province  from  east  to  west 
at  almost  its  widest  part.  The  province  possesses  a  wealth  of 
latent  resources  more  varied  than  those  of  any  other  part  of 
Canada.  The  value  of  the  products  already  yielded  by  it  is  an 
assurance  of  the  bright  future  of  the  Province.  In  1902,  the  last 
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year  for  which  complete  returns  are  available,  the  mineral  pro- 
ducts of  the  province  had  a  value  of  $17,486,550,  the  gold  mines 
alone  yielding  almost  five  million  dollars.  Since  mining  operations 
were  first  commenced  gold  to  the  value  of  $54,627,682  has  been 
taken  from  the  soil  of  British  Columbia. 

Naturally  in  the  consideration  of  the  economic  products  of 
British  Columbia  comes  the  timber  wealth.  Apart  from  minerals 
it  represents  the  most  important  and  most  readily  available  results. 
British  Columbia  may  now  be  said  to  possess  the  greatest  compact 
area  of  merchantable  timber  on  the  North  American  continent, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  great  forest  fires  that  have  raged  in 
the  interior  in  the  years  gone  by,  during  which  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  surface  was  denuded  of  its  forest,  the  available  supply 
would  have  been  much  greater  than  it  is.  This  was  an 
exigency  which,  in  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  could 
hardly  have  been  provided  against,  if  at  all.  However,  as  the 
coast  possesses  the  major  portion  of  the  choice  timber  and  that 
which  is  most  accessible,  the  ravages  of  fire  have  not  had,  by 
reason  of  the  dense  growth  and  the  humidity  of  the  climate,  any 
appreciable  effect  on  that  source  of  supply.  Logging  operations 
so  far  have  extended  to  Knight's  Inlei,  a  point  on  the  coast  of  the 
mainland  opposite  the  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island. 

Another  valuable  asset  of  British  Columbia  is  the  fisheries. 
In  1902  these  fisheries  yielded  products  to  the  value  of  $5,280,824. 

Throughout  the  province  is  a  vast  area  of  excellent  agri- 
cultural land  which,  wherever  cultivated,  has  amply  repaid  the 
husbandman's  efforts. 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  work  of  development  that  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway  and  its  numerous  ramifications  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Dominion  will  inaugurate.  Pouring 
the  products  of  Mid  and  Eastern  Canada  Atlanticward,  and  doubt- 
less becoming  a  sea-carrier  to  the  markets  of  Europe  as  well,  it 
will,  through  its  Western  terminal,  carry  in  its  own  bottoms  the 
abundant  wealth  of  the  plains  mines,  forests,  rivers  and  lakes  of 
the  Canadian  West,  to  the  Orient, — to  the  New  Japan,  to  China 
and  India,  with  their  teeming  millions, — to  Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  ambitious  and  progressive  sister  nations.  The  Railway 
will  further  secure  to  Canada  the  Yukon  trade,  and  enable  her  to 
compete  successfully  with  Seattle,  Portland,  San  Francisco  and 
other  United  States  Pacific  ports,  not  only  for  inter-coastal  trade, 
but  also  for  the  greater  rewards  that  lie  in  trans  oceanic  traffic 
with  Asia. 

In  a  word — what  the  Cape-to-Cairo  Railway  means  to  the 
African  Continent  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  will  represent  to 
"  Newest  Canada  ":  another  strong  rivet  will  have  been  forged 
into  the  framework  of  the  British  Empire  ! 


'Laborer's     Land" 

The   Coast  of  Labrador 


UN  I  1 1.  quili-  recentlN  iheCo.isto!  I. .ibr.idor  was  as  little  known 
to  llif  outside  NNorld  as  arc  to-day  (he  vast  wastes  of  the 
Sahara.  The  inaccessibility  of  its  interior,  its  unnav  liable  rivers  and 
the  shortness  of  its  summer  season,  tended  lo  render  it  an  unknown 
land  to  all  but  the  most  adventurous  explorers.  Hut  slowly  the 
\eil  lias  been  lifted  and  a  more  intimate  N  icw  lias  shown  that 
beyond  the  erstwhile  barrier  of  its  long  drawn  out  and  island-dotted 
coastline  is  comprised  a  vast  territory  that  gives  promise  of  a  pro- 
ductivity hitherto  undreamed  of,  not  only  with  regard  to  sections  of 
its  soil,  lo  the  capacity  of  its  forests,  its  minerals  and  its  water- 
powers,  hut  .ilso  to  the  sport  with  which  its  streams  abound.  Its 
extensive  seaboard  is  the  principal  '-e.it  of  the  iris-Atlantic  codfish 
industry  ;  its  seal,  salmon  and  herring  catch  is  considerable,  and 
the  products  are  readily  marketable  not  only  in  North  and  South 
America  but  also  in  the  Mediterranean  ports  of  Europe. 

The  Labrador  Coast,  area  7000  square  miles,  is  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Newfoundland,  the  oldest  Colony  of  the  Krnpire. 
I  -.Mending  in  a  north-westerly  direction  from  Blanc  Sablon  in  the 
Straits  of  Belle  Isle  on  the  south  coast,  to  Cape  Chidley,  in  the 
north,  where  the  coast  trends  south-westerly  to  I'ngava  Bay,  and 
shutting  in  much  of  eastern  Quebec  and  I'ngava  from  the  Atlantic 
littoral,  this  narroNv  strip  of  tenitory,  sparsely  peopled  by  Eskimos, 
the  hall-breed  descendants  of  English,  Scottish  and  Jersey 

uinel  Islands)  fishermen,  and  augmented  by  a  large  floating- 
population  in  the  fishing  season,  is  often  erroneously  considered  as 
forming  part  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  eastmost  Canada. 

The  boundaries  between  Newfoundland  and  Canadian  Lab- 
rador are  thus  defined  in  the  "Letters-Patent  Constituting  the 
Offic,e  of  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  island  of  New- 
foundland":— "We  have  thought  fit  to  constitute  order  and 
declare  that  there  shall  be  a  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
(hereinafter  called  our  said  Governor)  in  and  over  our  island  of 
Newfoundland,  and  the  islands  adjacent,  and  all  the  coast  of 
I-abrador,  from  the  entrance  of  Hudson's  Straits  to  a  line  to  be 
drawn  due  north  and  south  from  Anse  Sablon  on  the  said  coast  to 
the  fifty-second  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  all  the  islands 
adjacent  to  that  part  of  the  said  coast  of  Labrador,  as  also  of  all 
forts  and  garrisons  erected  and  established, or  which  shall  be  erected 
and  established,  within  or  on  the  islands  and  coasts  aforesaid  (which 
said  islands  and  coast,  together  Nvith  the  island  of  Newfoundland, 
and  hereinafter  referred  to  as  our  said  colony),  and  that  the  per- 
son who  shall  Till  the  said  otlice  ol  Governor  shall  be  from  time  to 
time  appointed  by  commission  under  our  sign-manual  and  signet." 
In  1864  the  boundaries  ol  the  Newfoundland  portion  of  Labrador 
were  thus  defined: — "The  Western  limit  of  the  Government  ol 
Newfoundland  is  hit.  51°  -'•;'  X.,  Long.  57°  9'  W.,  and  includes 
Blanc  Sablon  and  the  Woody  Islands.  The  Northern  boundary 
is  Cape  Chiulley.  in  lat.  60°  37'  N.,  Long  65°  W." 

This  portion  of  Labrador  did  not  always  form  part  of  New- 
foundland. The  first  annexation  took  place  after  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  1763.  While  the  flag  of  France  waved  over  Canada,  the 
l-'tvnch  carried  on  extensive  fisheries  on  the  Labrador  Coast,  near 
the  Strait--  of  Helle  Isle,  to  which  they  attached  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. After  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  Britain,  a  company 
established  in  Quebec  obtained  a  monopoly  of  these  fisheries 
which  lasted  for  sixty  years,  but  was  brought  to  an  end  in  1820. 
Until  1763  the  fisheries  of  the  whole  southern  and  eastern  shores 
of  Labrador  were  placed  under  the  government  of  Quebec. 


Increased  importance  was  given  to  the  Governorship  of  New 
foundland  at  that  date  by  annexing  to  it  the  Atlantic  Coast  of 
Labrador.  Ten  years  after,  in  1773  it  was  considered  adN. 
to  restore  this  portion  of  Labrador  to  C.m.ula.  owing  to  difficulties 
arising  out  of  grants  made  to  a  number  of  persons  under  the  rule 
of  the  French.  In  1809  it  wasi  again  transferred  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  Newfoundland,  under  which  it  has  remained  ever  since.  A 
court  of  civil  jurisdiction  on  the  Coast  of  Labrador  was  insti- 
tuted in  1824.  A  special  court  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction, 
called  "  The  Court  of  I-abrador"  and  presided  ON  er  by  one  judge 
appointed  by  the  Governor-in-Council,  secured  the  administration 
of  justice.  The  customs  duties  levied  on  goods  landed  on  Labra- 
dor are  the  same  as  in  Newfoundland.  The  Hudson  H.IN  Company 
had  formerly  the  exclusive  right  of  trading  with  the  Indians  of  that 
part  of  Labrador  which  had  rivers  flowing  into  the  vast  bay  from 
which  the  Company  takes  its  name,  and  which  is  designated  I 
Maine.  In  1870,  however,  The  Company  surrendered  all  its 
rights  of  government,  etc.,  in  the  whole  of  British  North  America; 
and  these  having  been  transferred  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
(The  Company  being  still  at  liberty  to  earn-  on  its  trade  without 
hindrance  or  any  exceptional  tax),  Canada  has  thus  jurisdiction 
over  all  the  region  of  Labrador  which  does  not  belong  to  N 
foundland.  The  Canadian  hinterland  contains  vast  commercial 
potentialities  that  the  somewhat  frowning  front  of  the  deeply 
serrated  Coast  docs  not  give  promise  of. 

It  is  to  the  "  hardy  Norsemen"  that  we  owe  the  discover)  of 
Labrador  (Helluland — "The Stony  hind" — they  called  it  on  a  hast\ 
first  view),  and  that  in  the  tenth  century,  some  five  hundred  years 
anterior  to  the  date  when,  succeeding  to  the  decadence  of  Norse 
energy  and  seamanship,  the  Vikings  of  the  middle  ages — the 
English, — led  by  John  Cabot,  in  a  small  ship  named  the  "Matthew." 
bound  from  Bristol  on  a  voyage  to  discover  the  shortest  route  from 
England  to  Cathay,  is  said  to  have  sighted  the  Coast  of  I-ahrador 
in  56°  or  58°  north  latitude  on  June  24th,  1497,  five  years  after 
Columbus  set  foot  on  the  American  continent.  The  following  year 
Cabot  again  set  sail  from  England  and,  coasting  along  Labrador 
and  the  western  shores  of  Davis  Straits,  the  intrepid  Venetian  was 
undoubtedly  the  forerunner  of  the  English,  Portuguese,  Basque, 
French  and  Spanish  fishermen  who,  in  succeeding  centuries, 
opened  to  the  Old  World  the  water  wealth  of  the  Western  Atlantic 
shores. 

But  the  English  did  not  immediately  follow  up  iheir  discover- 
ies, and  Portugal,  then  in  the  zenith  of  her  fame  and  fresh  from 
the  discovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  turned  her  eyes  westward. 
I'nderCortercal  she  twice  landed  in  Labrador,  in  1500  and  in  1501. 
King  Emanuel.  having  heard  of  the  dense  growths  of  tall  timber 
and  of  the  sturdy  aborigines,  and  fully  believing  that  his  navigat- 
ors had  discovered  a  new  Slave  Coast  like  that  which  he  possessed 
in  West  Africa,  promptly  named  the  country  LABRADOR, — "  The 
Laborers  Land." 

Following  the  Portuguese  came  the  pioneers  of  New  France, 
led  by  Jacques  Cartiei,  who  in  1534,  carefully  explored  part  of  its 
southern  coast.  The  following  year  he  returned.  Sailing  through 
the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle  he  entered  the  mighty  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 
passing  in  between  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Breton,  thus  for  the 
first  time  demonstrating  that  Newfoundland  was  an  island  and  not 
a  part  of  the  continent. 

The  English  navigators   who  succeeded  Cartier — Frobisher, 
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Davis,  and  Hudson,  in  particular — added  much  to  the  scanty 
knowledge  of  Labrador.  After  Hudson's  voyage  in  1610,  which 
gave  its  present  name  to  Hudson  Bay,  no  further  explorations  of  the 
Labrador  Coast  were  made  for  the  long  period  of  fully  two  hundred 
years.  This  hiatus  is  in  great  part  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  eyes  of  Western  Europe  were  directed  to  the  New  England 
Colonies,  to  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America  by 
the  power  of  Spain,  to  the  long  and  bloody  wars  that  altered  the 
map  of  Europe  more  than  once,  to  the  struggle  between  Britain 
and  France  for  possession  of  India  and  Canada,  the  voyages  of 
Van  Diemen  and  Captain  Cook,  which  added  Australasia  to 
Anglo-Saxondom,  together  with  the  death  grapple  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  which  closed  the  eighteenth 
and  opened  the  nineteenth  centuries,  a  conflict  that  witnessed  the 
severance  of  the  United  States  from  the  British  Crown,  and  only 
culminated  at  Waterloo  in  the  defeat  of  Napoleon.  During  this 
long  period  the  existence  of  Labrador  was  known  only  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Moravian  missionaries  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany with  their  settlements  and  posts  on  the  Coast. 

From  1815  to  1827  Rear-Admiral  Bayfield  surveyed  and 
mapped  the  Coast  of  Labrador  as  well  as  the  coasts  of  Newfound- 
land and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  His  researches  are  embodied 
in  the  British  Admiralty  charts,  from  which  the  maps  of  the 
Labrador  Peninsula  in  use  up  to  about  1880  are  copied. 

Far  from  the  world's  highways,  the  period  of  Britain's  indus- 
trial expansion,  dating  from  1830  or  thereby,  left  Labrador 
untouched.  But  during  the  last  twenty  years  the  dependency  has 
been  explored  with  a  view  to  its  commercial  possibilities,  and  as  a 
result,  Labrador,  "The  Laborer's  Land"  of  the  Portuguese,  bids 
fair  to  become,  but  in  an  altogether  nobler  sense,  "  The  Laborer's 
Land"  of  a  hardy  section  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  While  it  willi 
by  reason  of  its  topographical  and  climatic  features,  never  be 
densely  populated,  there  is  assurance  that  it  will  share  in  the  for- 
ward movement  that  has  marked  out  Canada  and  Newfoundland 
for  its  own  in  the  twentieth  century.  Like  the  Dominion  itself, 
the  disadvantages  so  freely  quoted  against  it  disappear  in  great 
part  on  a  closer  acquaintance. 

Even  to  a  greater  extent  than  Newfoundland  its  coastline,  by 
reason  of  its  intricate  fiords  and  its  thousands  of  islands,  resembles 
the  north-western  peninsula  of  Europe.  Somewhat  monotonous  to 
the  southward  it  culminates  toward  the  north  in  bold  headlands. 
The  loftiest  peaks  in  the  near  hinterland  attain  an  altitude  of  from 
2,000  to  6,000  feet.  Its  rivers  are  rapid  and  contain  vast  water- 
powers,  which  will  shortly  be  utilized  in  the  manufacture  of  wood 
pulp,  for  much  of  interior  Labrador  and  Ungava  is  clothed  with  valu- 
able timber.  Already  the  Grand  River  Pulp  and  Paper  Company  is 
erecting  a  new  sawmill  at  Gillisport,  twenty  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  Grand  River.  The  Company  has  400  square  miles  of  timber 
lands;  the  mill  will  have  a  capacity  of  150,000  feet  per  diem,  and 
the  supply  contained  on  the  acreage  is  said  to  be  inexhaustible. 
Additional  areas  along  the  coast  are  being  opened  up,  the  timber 
near  Rigolet,  where  a  lumber-treating  plant  has  recently  been 
installed,  being  especially  fine.  Deposits  of  hard  coal  of  excellent 
quality  have  been  found  at  Fortune  Bay  by  Captain  Reid,  of  Guys- 
boro',  N  S.,  who  purposes  to  develop  them,  while  an  American 
concern  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  is  at  pre- 
sent in  treaty  with  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  for  the 
purchase  of  the  latter  Company's  ninety-nine  years'  lease  of 
valuable  iron  pyrite  areas  near  Roussell  Bay,  some  ninety  miles 
from  Cape  Chidley.  The  purchase  price  is  likely  to  run  into 
large  figures,  for  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  has 
prospected  this  area  annually  for  the  last  three  years,  and  at 
a  cost  to  them  of  $25,000.  Before  touching  on  the  staple  product  of 


the  Labrador  Coast,  —  the  codfish  —  it  may  be  interesting  to  quote 
the  statement  of  a  prominent  United  States  scientist  and  explor- 
er as  to  Labrador's  resources  in  general.  He  says  :  — 

"  There  are  to-day  few  undeveloped  couniries  w'nieh  present 
the  industrial  possibilities  that  Labrador  does.  It  is  rich  in  spruce 
and  is  fairly  honeycombed  with  iron  pyrites."  Of  tin1  vegetation, 
also,  he  speaks  with  enthusiasm.  "There  is  plenty  of  limber. 
Undoubtedly  there  will  he  a  great  development.  Not  only  will 
there  be  a  thriving  lumber  industry  but  there  must  be  a  develop- 
ment in  the  iion  and  copper  with  which  the  country  abounds. 
It  is  a  place  which  people  should  know  more  about.  Kxplorers 
have  not  penetrated  the  interior  yet,  but  when  they  do  they  will 
be  agreeably  .surprised." 

Every  industry  of  Labrador  is  subordinated  to  the  codfishery. 
In  early  summer  the  meagre  stationary  population,  barely  4,000 
souls  all  told,  is  reinforced  by  some  thirty  thousand  Newfound- 
landers and  others  —  men,  women,  and  children,  —  who  assist  in  the 
mammoth  annual  catch  (for  Labrador  is  the  Norway  of  America 
in  this  respect),  returning  south  in  the  autumn  before  the  snow 
comes.  The  cod  find  a  ready  market  in  America  and  in  Europe, 
not  only  because  of  the  medicinal  value  of  the  oil  extracted  from 
the  livers,  but  also  as  a  food  commodity,  especially  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  countries  of  Southern  Europe  and  South  America.  The 
catch  in  1902  was  236,  1  88)4  quintals  or  hundredweights  as  against 
229,716  quintals  last  year,  but  the  recorded  decrease  of  6,472^ 
quintals  in  1903  is  more  than  offset  by  the  enhanced  prices  obtain- 
ed, the  output  in  that  year  yielding  $729,985.60,  compared  with 
$706,039.  10,  an  increase  in  value  of  $23,946.50.  The  below  shown 
table  indicates  the  disposition  of  last  year's  catch  of  codfish  :  — 


EXPORTED  TO. 
Gibraltar  (for  orders) 
Spain 
Italy 

Great  Britain   .  . 
Europe  (various) 
Greece 
Canada 


QUANTITY. 
134,542  qtls 
25,281 
25,069 
25,460 

7,600 

3.700 

8,064 


TOTAL. 


229,716  qtls. 


VAM'I  . 
$435.792-00 
76,564.00 
80,251.20 
78,361.40 
22,900.00 

11,100.00 

25,017.00 
$729,985.60 


In  1903,  cod  oil  to  the  value  of  $3,866. 58  was  exported  ;  seal 
oil,  $2,193.75;  salmon,  $12,920.00;  furs,  to  Great  Britain, 
$22,834.00;  and  lumber,  also  to  the  British  Isles,  $23,277.09. 

In  a  scenic  sense, — what  Norway  is  to  Europe,  the  Labrador 
Coast  will  shortly  be  to  America — a  playground  for  the  hardier 
type  of  tourist  and  yachtsman,  a  field  for  the  further  triumphs  of 
the  commercial  pioneer,  a  land  of  never-failing  interest  to  the 
scientist  and  the  naturalist.  Its  geology,  its  botany,  its  zoology 
will  furnish  a  rare  fund  of  information  to  the  keen  observer  of  nature. 
Commendable  facilities  for  exploring  the  Coast  already  exist.  The 
Reid-Newfoundland  Railway  Company  runs  a  well-equipped  sum- 
mer service  of  steamers  along  the  Labrador  Coast  from  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  touching  at  Battle  Harbor,  Hawke's  Bay, 
Rigolet,  Ragged  Island,  Turnavik  Island,  Nain,  etc.,  a  delight- 
ful trip  of  1,050  miles  along  an  island-girt  shore,  whereby  a  rare 
opportunity  is  afforded  to  explore  at  leisure  Labrador's  deep  wind- 
ing fiords,  to  view  the  sublime  grandeur  and  solitude  of  the  moun- 
tains of  its  northern  coast,  its  Arctic  ice  fields  and  bergs,  its  rivers 
fast  rushing  to  the  sea,  its  quaint  Eskimo  inhabitants —a  rapidly 
disappearing  race, — and  to  return  therefrom  reinvigorated  in  body 
by  the  tonic  norland  air,  and  mentally  and  morally  renewed  from 
association  with  one  of  the  silent  fastnesses  of  Nature  that  lias 
until  recently  been  a  "No-Man's  Land"  to  the  civilized  world. 

Secluded  and  silent  throughout  the  centuries  Labrador  is  now 
being  wooed  by  suitors  from  afar,  suitors  not  more  by  reason  of 
her  rich  dowry  of  mine,  forest,  river,  and  sea,  than  by  the  uniquely 
sublime  character  of  her  physical  aspect. 
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wfoundland  rank*  sixth  in  the  list  of  copper  producing  count  ries  of  the 
W.M  i.l.  It-,  mines  have  l»een  in  operation  since  1X64,  and  have  produced  in  the 
neighborhood  of  9,000,000  ton*  of  ore.  In  the  Bay  of  Noire  Dame  a  number 
of  mine*  nrc  situated  at  Tilt  Cove,  Belli  Cove  and  Little  Bay.  The  Geological 
Survey  of  Canada  reports  show  that  copper-bearing  Keen  arc  to  be  found 
spread  over  an  area  of  5,000  square  mile*. 


The  exploitation  of  the  fore*!  resources  ni.il.uul   is  but 

I  Vvelopmenls  li.ive  taken  place  in  I  In-  lumber  industry  w  iilmi  rei  enl  year*,  lanra 
holdings  now  being  ,-.>iiti»lled   by  The    Kxploits    Lumber   Company,    The   SI. 
li.i\    l.iniilHT  I  ompany  and  (he  Parrsboro  Lumber  Company,  I 

Newfoundland'*  coal  area*  an-  extensive,  and,  when  developed,  there  will 
be  •  large  export  of  the  product  even   after  the  home  market  ha*  been  supplied. 


The  Newfoundland  Timber  Estate*  have  imported 
from  Montreal  fifty-one  hor*e»  for  use  in  their  lumber 
woods. 

A  large  consignment  of  KeMigouche  salmon  fry 
will  be  forwarded  to  Newfoundland  in  March,  in 
response  to  a  request  honi  the  island. 

Ml  .in-  iinusu.ill\  plentiful  iii  the  vicinity  of  Red 
Head  Cove,  Bny-de-Verde,  just  now.  Three  black 
ones  were  seen  l.nely.  but  not  sutli.  ienlly  near  to 
enable  one  to  gel  a  shot  at  them.  Several  silver 
hair  and  grey  ones  have  been  killed. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Blizzard  was  in  St.  John's  recently,  in 
the  interest  of  the  Boston  Cordage  and  Twine  Co., 
with  a  view  to  stalling  a  branch  in  Newfoundland 
in  the  summer.  He  looked  o\er  the  ground  to 
•elect  a  location.  The  company  is  a  large  concern 
with  plenty  of  money  behind  il. 

Howinii;  Km-.,  have  this  season  added  two  new 
sealing  steamers  to  their  fleet,  which  now  .  onsisis 
of  I  Aurora,  ,iS<>tons,  1X7  men  ;  Kagle  (Sophie),  304 
tons,  joj  men  ;  Ranger,  354  tons,  167  men  ;  Viking, 
475  tons,  189  men  ;  Algerine,  ajj  tons,  161  men  ; 
Kite,  190  tons,  90  men. 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  for  the  half  year 
ended  IVrembcr  amounted  to  9i,llH,ooo,  being 
$i  14,000  more  than  for  the  same  period  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  .mil  $450,000  above  the  figures  for  the 
half  year  ended  December,  1901.  During  the  past 
five  years  tin  Colony's  imports  and  exports  increas- 
ed by  a  million  dollars  annually.  The  ,  .<mmerci.il 
outlook  was  never  so  favorable. 

The  prospects  for  the  herring  fishery  have  im- 
pr.ned  with  the  opening  of  the  year.  In  Placenlia 
Bay  there  is  an  advance.  At  Soutut  Island  several 
shipments  have  been  made  and  the  weather  is  \,-r\ 
i  I-.,M.I|<;.-.  At  Bay  of  Islands,  too,  there  isa  decided 
m.  lease  in  the  catch,  and  the  vessels  lying  there 
have  all  loaded  and  gone.  On  the  whole,  how. 
the  catches  are  below  the  average. 

It  is  estimated  that  quite  sixty  thousand  barrels 
.<i  herring  h.i<,c  been  taken  from  Bay  of  Island*  this 
season ;  and  not  less  than  $75,000  has  been  distributed 
among  the  several  hundred  fishermen  who  engaged 
in  the  imlustry.  The  fleet  Tor  salt  bulk  herring  was 
the  smallest  for  years,  otherwise  the  year  would 
have  been  the  n  ^sful  ever  known  in  Bay  of 

Islands.  The  fleet  for  frozen  herring  was  large, 
there  being  quite  twenty  vessels  from  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  alone. 


The  first  lot  of  boneless  codfish  put  up  at  the 
fish-curing  station  of  Black  Bros.  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  at 
La  Have,  wan  recived  at  the  headquarters  warehouse 
in  Halifax,  N.S.,  recently,  and  has  since  been 
inspected  by  a  number  of  persons  interested  in  the 
fish  and  grocery  trades.  The  fish  are  well  up  to 
standard  in  quality  and  package.  Black  Bros.  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  expect  to  find  a  considerable  market  !.<i 
these  products  within  the  Maritime  Provinces,  but 
their  chief  design  is  the  building  up  of  a  demand 
throughout  Western  Canada.  The  establishment 
at  I.. i  Have  is  now  turning  out  large  quantities,  and 
is  in  a  position  to  fill  all  orders  that  may  be  received. 

The  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  is 
negotiating  wilh  a  large  American  concern  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  for  the  sale  of 
the  former's  ninety-nine  years'  lease  of  exceedingly 
valuable  iron  pyrites  areas  in  Labrador,  and  the 
deal  is  likely  to  be  consummated.  The  areas  .u. 
situated  at  Roussell  Bay,  about  ninety  miles  from 
Cape  Chidley,  the  most  northerly  point  of  Labrador. 
The  vein  is  said  to  extern!  oxer  a  mile  back  from 
the  mountain,  which  overlooks  the  sea.  The  ore  is 
said  to  be  the  richest  yet  found.  During  the  past 
three  years  three  expeditions  have  been  sent  by  the 
I  Vtnmion  Iron  &  Steel  Company  to  Labrador  lo 
prospect  the  areas,  $25.000  having  been  expended 
m  development  work. 

I  he  Newfoundland  Government  has  asked  for 
ifiulei  s  for  two  steamers  for  the  mail  service,  north, 
south  and  west  of  St.  John's,  and  for  any  other  ser- 
vice  that  the  Government  may  direct.  The  steamer 
for  the  northern  service  must  be  about  750  tons  gross 
and  with  accommodation  for  60  cabin  and  90  steer- 
age passengers.  The  service  will  be  nineteen  fort- 
nightly trips  commencing  May  ist.  The  boat  for 
the  south  and  west  seivu-e  must  he  about  600  tons 
gross  with  accommodation  for  40  cabin  and  70  steer- 
age passengers.  The  service  will  be  twenty- six 
fortnightly  trips  commencing  May  1st.  the  contract 
in  each  case  lo  run  ten  years  from  commencement 
of  the  service.  The  steamers  will  be  composite 
built,  fitted  to  contend  with  ice. 

Correspondence  from  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
reveals  the  fact  that  the  call  for  Newfoundland  cod- 
fish is  unprevedently  keen.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  codfish  was  more  wanted  than  at  present,  and 
the  knowledge  that  the  slock  held  in  this  country  is 


so  much  smaller  than  usual,  puts  a  keen  edge  on  the 
.1.  Mi.uul.  The  price  in  the  local  market  recently  for 
prime  cured  codfish  was  $4. ho.  but  transactions 
were  few.  Beside  the  fact  thai  stocks  in  St.  John's 
arc  small,  the  outports  are  carrying  at  present  very 
much  less  fish  than  usual.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  aggregate  holdings  of  outport  dealers  did 
not  exceed  fifty  thousand  quintals,  whereas  the  usual 
amount  held  at  a  corresponding  period  in  other  years 
is  about  one  hundred  thousand  quintals. 

The  Colony  is  thriving  during  these  day*,  and 
exports  of  cod  are  becoming  brisk  in  order  lo 
meet  the  opening  of  Lent  in  Kom.tn  Catholic 
countries.  The  winter  herring  fishery  i*  not  as 
successful  as  usual.  The  Christmas  general  trade 
was  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  Island,  and  the 
cash  turnover  exceeded  all  expectations.  General 
trade  the  past  year  was  equally  encouraging.  The 
fishery  firms  and  exporting  houses  were  ne\er  belter 
financially.  The  banks  report  a  year  of  unexampled 
business  and  local  industrial  concerns  report  a  profit- 
able season.  Wages  for  the  unskilled  laborer  and 
artisan  have  advanced  at  least  10  per  cent,  during 
the  past  year.  Shipments  coastwise  and  by  train 
have  exceeded  all  previous  totals  during  the  MUD* 
period. 

The  mines  at  Bell  Island  have  this  season  g 
employment  lo  fully  1,000  men.  The  Nova  Scotia 
Steel  Company  shipped  last  year  close  upon  400,000 
tons  of  iron  ore.  The  Dominion  Steel  Company  did 
not  mine  the  ore  as  extensively  as  in  previous  years, 
not  producing  any  for  sale  abroad,  and  having  to 
curtail  their  output  for  their  Sydney  furnace*  be- 
cause all  of  these  were  not  running  the  whole 
season.  The  Nova  Scotia  Steel  Company,  however, 
made  large  sales  abroad,  fully  half  of  their  entire 
output  going  to  Germany,  and  the  balance  being 
equally  divided  between  Scotland.  Philadelphia  and 
their  own  works.  This  year  they  hope  lo  double 
last  year's  total,  as  they  are  erecting  at  Wabana 
more  modern  machinery,  consisting  of  air  compres- 
sor*, boilers,  rock  breakers,  etc.,  all  of  which  will 
be  utilized  as  soon  as  the  spring  opens,  when  they 
will  also  have  a  big  new  pier  built  al  the  site  of 
their  smelter  in  North  Sydney  to  handle  the  ore 
there.  The  Dominion  people  are  also  planning  for 
a  big  invasion  of  the  foreign  markets  this  year, 
which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  every  ton  of  ore  sold  there  yields  a  profit 
of  nearly  one  dollar. 
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The  province  contains  nearly  fourteen  millions  ot  acres,  of  which  nearly 
one-fifth  part  consists  of  lakes  and  streams.  Five  or  six  million  acres  of  land 
are  fit  for  tillage.  From  the  appearance  of  the  coast  no  idea  can  be  formed  of 
the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  interior.  The  coast  is  indented  with  numerous 
excellent  harbors,  most  of  which  are  easy  of  access,  safe  and  commodious. 

The  climate  of  Nova  Scotia  is  tonic  and  bracing.  The  temperature  is  more 
equable  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the  Dominion. 

For  all  the  fruits  of  the  temperate  zone  the  soil  and  climate  of  Nova  Scotia 
are  favorable.  Fruit  raising  is  at  present  chiefly  confined  to  three  counties,  viz., 
Annapolis,  Hants  and  Kings,  out  of  eighteen  comprising  the  province.  The 
annual  crop  of  apples  exceeds  half  a  million  barrels  from  the  districts  referred 
to,  most  of  which  is  exported.  Peaches,  plums,  cherries,  strawberries,  rasp- 
berries and  tomatoes  give  large  yields  with  little  attention.  Considerable 
quantities  are  supplied  regularly  to  New  York,  Boston,  and  other  towns  on  the 
United  States  seaboard. 


The  fisheries  of  Nova  Scotia  have  long  been  celebrated.  No  country  in  the 
world  can  exceed  this  province  in  its  variety  of  delicious  fish  and  its  inexhaust- 
ible quantity.  There  are  cod,  haddock,  mackerel,  herring,  all-wives,  pollack, 
hake,  halibut,  eels,  shad,  salmon,  trout,  grayling,  perch,  smelt,  etc.,  and  also  .1 
splendid  supply  of  shell  fish. 

Nova  Scotia  contains  large  tracts  of  woodland,  which  produce  timber  for 
manufacturing  into  lumber  for  exportation.  Large  quantities  of  pine,  spruce. 
hemlock,  hardwood,  deals,  scantling,  staves,  etc.,  are  annually  shipped  from 
the  different  ports  in  the  province  to  the  West  Indies,  United  States  and  Europe. 

The  valuable  mineral  resources  of  Nova  Scotia  are  being  rapidly  developed. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  countries  which  have  workable  deposits  of  coal,  iron  and 
gold  side  by  side. 

Nova  Scotia  affords  numberless  facilities  for  manufactures  on  account  of  its 
inexhaustible  water  powers  and  the  abundance  of  coal  and  iron. 


Some  300  tons  of  coal  is  the  daily  output  of  the 
Minudie  Coal  Company's  mine  in  Cumberland  County. 
The  difficulty  hitherto  has  been  to  procure  labor, 
but  the  recent  accident  to  the  Joggin's  Mine  has 
enabled  the  Minudie  (only  two  miles  distant)  to  get 
all  the  miners  required.  The  Intercolonial  Railway 
takes  the  entire  product  of  the  Minudie  Mine. 

Thos.  Lancaster,  of  New  York,  the  promoter  of 
the  C.  B.  C.  I.  &  Railway  Company,  and  H.  S. 
Poole,  mining  expert,  arrived  at  Sydney,  recently, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  reporting  on  coal 
mines  at  Cochrane's  Lake.  The  C.  B.  C.  I.  &  Rail- 
way Company  now  owns  nearly  all  areas  from  False 
Bay  Beach  to  Caribou  Beach.  It  now  seems  cer- 
tain that  this  Company  will  absorb  the  Southern 
Head  or  Beards  mines  and  the  Tracy  mine  and 
Cowrie  &  Blockhouse  collieries.  Those,  together 
with  the  large  iron  and  dolomite  areas  possessed  by 
their  companies  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador, 
are  going  to  give  the  people  of  Morien  and  vicinity 
as  great,  if  not  a  greater,  industrial  co-operation 
than  that  of  Sydney. 

A  group  of  influential  New  York  and  Boston 
financiers  contemplates  the  formation  of  another 
company  for  the  development  of  coal  and  iron  areas 
in  Cape  Breton.  The  combination  has  extensive 
dolomite  and  iron  deposits  in  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador,  which  it  is  desired  to  utilize,  and  the 
scheme  includes  the  purchase  of  properties  of  the 
Cape  Breton  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Company,  which 
began  the  development  of  coal  areas  at  Cochrane 
Lake  several  months  ago.  This  company  owns 
forty-four  square  miles  of  coal  deposits  in  a  solid 
block.  Thus  the  company  proposed  by  Mr. 
Whitney  would  be  possessed  of  an  unlimited  supply 
of  the  necessary  material  for  a  big  coal  and  steel 
industry. 

The  Strait  of  Canso  Bridge  Co.  announces  that 
a  well-known  engineering  firm  of  Kansas  City  has 
been  commissioned  to  prepare  plans  for  the  propos- 
ed bridge  across  the  Strait  of  Canso.  The  bridge 
will  be  a  cantilever  structure,  the  main  span  of 


which  will  be  1,800  feet,  the  longest  in  the  world, 
being  100  feel  more  than  that  of  the  Firth  of  Forth 
Bridge,  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  The  total  length 
of  the  bridge  will  be  3,300  feet,  and  will  be  150  feet 
above  the  high  water  level,  to  enable  the  largest 
ships  to  pass  underneath  with  perfect  safety.  The 
estimated  cost  is  five  and  a  half  millions.  The 
bridge  will  cross  the  Strait  between  Hastings  and 
Cape  Porcupine.  This  will  necessitate  a  change  in 
Intercolonial  terminals,  and  will  effect  a  saving  of 
an  hour's  time  in  the  run  between  Sydney  and 
Halifax.  About  35,000  tons  of  steel  will  be  used  in 
the  construction  of  this  bridge,  all  of  which  is  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Company. 

Mr.  Cowie,  Scottish  fishery  expert,  has  selected 
Canso  as  the  place  best  suited  to  conduct  his  ex- 
perimental catching  and  curing  of  herring  after  the 
Scottish  method.  The  experiment  is  by  direction 
of  Hon.  Mr.  Prefontaine,  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries,  who  is  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
development  of  Canadian  fisheries.  Mr.  Cowie  has 
returned  to  Scotland  to  secure  the  necessary  equip- 
ment for  the  work,  and  expects  to  begin  operations 
in  May.  He  will  bring  a  modern  steam  drifter  with 
outfit  of  nets  and  enough  fishermen  to  instruct  the 
local  fishermen  in  the  handling  of  them,  Scottish 
girls  to  clean  the  herring,  and  coopers  to  put  them 
up  ;  also  the  barrels  and  salt  will  be  brought  from 
Scotland,  to  make  sure  that  the  pack  may  be  fully 
equal  to  the  popular  Scottish  article.  The  Western 
States  and  Western  Canada  at  present  import  some 
200,000  barrels  of  herrings  from  Europe,  and  it  is 
this  trade  that  Nova  Scotia  hopes  to  secure. 

There  are  about  three  hundred  vessels  in  the 
Banks  fleet  and  from  six  to  ten  thousand  men,  mostly 
ol  German  descent,  are  engaged  in  the  cod  fishing 
industry.  The  spring  trip  is  made  to  the  western 
banks,  and  what  is  known  as  the  summer  voyage  is 
to  the  Grand  Banks,  where  the  heavy  catch  is 
made.  One  of  the  causes  of  the  small  catch  this 
year  was  lack  of  bait.  The  Dominion  Government 
is  now  encouraging  the  erection  of  bail  freezers. 
Associations  of  fishermen  are  being  formed,  and  the 


freezers  are  being  constructed,  the  Government 
paying  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  up  to  $2,000.  A 
large  freezer  is  lo  be  buill  at  Canso  this  winter  to 
ensure  a  supply  of  bait  at  all  seasons.  The  cod 
fishery  is  to  the  Atlantic  coast  what  the  salmon 
fishery  is  to  the  Pacific,  and  approximates  to  it  in 
value.  The  industry  is  practically  confined  to  Ihe 
Atlantic.  Although  cod  are  found  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  the  value  of  the  catch  there  is  very  small,  not 
exceeding  about  $25,000  per  annum.  In  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  however,  the  cod  fishery  is  tin- 
great  industry,  the  annual  product  being  double 
that  of  the  next  in  importance,  viz.,  the  lobster. 
Nova  Scotia  is  the  centre  of  the  cod  fishing 
industry,  the  value  of  the  catch  laken  into  the  ports 
of  lhat  Province  being  $2,635,000. 

A  new  era  has  been  inaugurated  in  the  Pictou 
coal  fields.  For  many  years  unavailing  efforts  have 
been  made  to  recover  the  famous  Fort  Pit  seam,  but 
without  success.  This  pit  exploded,  with  great 
resulting  loss  of  life,  nearly  thirty  years  ago.  The 
mine  took  fire  and  was  flooded  by  the  East  River. 
The  Acadia  Coal  Company  at  last  decided  upon  tin- 
project  of  sinking  new  shafts  some  distance  to  tin- 
north  of  the  old  shaft,  and  recently  Ihe  first  soils 
were  turned  simultaneously  for  the  two  new  shafts 
by  Mayor  Robert  Keith,  of  Stellarton,  and  Mayor 
C.  M.  Crockett,  of  New  Glasgow.  The  new  shafts 
are  about  1 20  feet  apart.  They  are  each  twelve  feet 
by  twenty-four  feet  in  size.  The  outlook  in  the 
Pictou  coal  fields  is  very  bright  indeed.  The  Drum- 
mond  people  and  Acadia  Company  are  working 
together  in  most  cordial  harmony.  Mr.  F.-rgie, 
Manager  of  Drummond  Colliery,  predicts  that  within 
three  years  the  Pictou  fields  would  produce  800,000 
tons  of  coal,  and  could  hold  their  own  against  any 
competition.  Coal  will  be  raised  in  the  n<-\\  slmlts 
in  two  years'  time.  The  old  Ford  Pit  employed 
about  800  men.  Thus  Ihe  recovery  of  the  seam  is 
of  the  very  greatest  importance  to  the  County  of 
Pictou.  It  will  mean  the  practical  amalgamation  of 
the  towns  of  New  Glasgow  rind  Stellarton,  as  tin- 
new  shafts,  though  wilhin  the  limits  of  Stellarton, 
are  practically  midway  between  the  two  towns. 
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Tliis    province   ptoduccs   even    kind    ol    grain    .iii.l    root   crop    produced   in 

..I,  .is   well  as   some   lli.il  il»  in >l  come   I.-   m.iiurity   in   the    .liin.it.-  of  \hc 

Moihcil.inil.      MIL  li    attention   is    now    ln-ing   given    lo   dairying,  wild   the  best 

ivsulls.      All  kin. Is  of  kiaidon  \egclahles  .in.l  .ill  ilu-  Iruits  of  lllr  temperate  /one 

nre  grown  in  abinnl.ni,.. 

Tin-  industry  which  employs  the  most  men  anil  yields  tin-  largest  returns  is 
the  liimhei  ti. ulr. 

Nrw  Brunswick,  .mini;  t.<  ils  che.ip  .-.i.il  and  its  proximity  lo  the  markets 
of  I  In-  world,  has  many  advantages  as  a  manufacturing  country  . 


The  fisheries  an-  valuable,  and  employ  a  large  numlx-r  of  mrn.      Mtwl  of  Ihe 
fish  caught  an-  idcnlii  al  with    the  s-iin.-  species   in  Km. -p.  %er,  brook, 

•ml  lake  abounds  with  tish. 

There    is   much  niint-r.il  wealth  lhnHi|(houl   the  province  and  •  number  of 
mines  have  horn  successfully  worked. 

'I  hi-   provm.  e   is   noli-d  lor    its   sport,   and   useful   guides   may   be  found,  for 
hunting  and  fishing  expeditions,  among   tin-  In.) 


I'lincc  Kdwai.l  Island.  "  Till-  Ctarden  of  tilt-  Hull',  is  l.inn-,1  tor  I  lit-  fertility 
ol  its  soil.  Tin-  whole  island  consists  ol  \.ilu.iKe  ,  ultn.it>!. •  land,  and  the 
soil  is  u.-li  u.it.-t.-.l  with  numerous  springs  ajul  rivers.  All  kinds  of  grain  and 
vegetables  grown  in  F.ngl.uul  ripen  here  lo  perfection.  Potatoes  are  exported 
in  immense  quantities.  Ilie  m. unit.!.  Hues  are  limite.l. 


I'rim-e  Kdward  Island  is  the  best  fishing  station  in  ihr  I'.ulf  of  St.  l-awr. 
yet  the  fisheries  have  not    received   the  attention  they  deserve.      This  industry  h 
capable  ot   last  dcxclopmcnt. 

Of  late  yean  considerable  attention  has  been  given  lo  (he  raising  of  live 
Mock  for  export. 


New  Brunswick 

The  annual  value  to  the  I'r.nin.  o  ol  the  C.H!  fishing 
industry  is,  .ipproxiinately,  $400,000. 

U  nirii  Franklin  Halhcway.  William  I.,  ll.ir.l- 
ing,  Charles  1  .  V  Uoltertson,  Joseph  A.  Mai  MM 
»nd  D.  \V.  I'uildinjjton,  all  of  St.  John,  are  apply- 
ing for  Incorporation  as  "\V.  K.  llatheway  Com- 
pany, Limited.  'Hi.-  capital  stock  is  lo  be  $75,000, 
.liM.le.l  into  750  shares  oi  Sioo  each. 

Incorpi'ration  has  been  granted  lo  a  company  to 
br  known  as  the  Canadian  Plumbing  Improvement 
Co.,  Ltd.,  with  a  capital  of  $1.1,500  in  $50  shares. 
The  Company  is  composed  of  I  he  following  St.  John 
gentlemen:  Win.  I'ugsley,  Win.  H.  McKey,  John 
M.  Smith,  M.iliheu  A.  I  larding,  lieorjfe  Bryur,  and 
U  \  I 'ourtney  . 

A  new  steamer.  The  Bridgetown,  will  he  placed 
on  the  I>inby-St.  John  route  next  April,  and  will 
touch  al  |*irts  in  the  Hasin  and  on  the  Annapolis 
Kiver,  |H-il  Miiuni;  much  ol  the  liei>;ht  .aiiyiug  that 
has  for  years  been  .lone  by  packets.  This  sieamci 
i-  to  ply  between  Hi  idgelow  n,  Cuanville  1 
Annapolis  and  Si.  John. 

G.  \V.  IIiH'KK'  °f  r'redericlon,  was  in  Sussex 
recenlly  interviewing  the  farmers  with  regard  lo 
raising  corn  and  pea*  in  quantities  suftt.  icnl  to  war- 
rant the  operating  of  a  canning  factory  there.  He 
has  secured  suitable  premises  in  which  lo  make  a 
start,  and  intends  to  move  to  Susx,-\  to  gi\e  the 
enlei prise  Ins  personal  attention. 

Ill,-  Kearmi;.-!  S\  n.li.  ate.  ,•!  Sak.-m.iw,  Mich.. 
I  •s.  A.,  concluded  an  arrangement  recently  with 
William  S.  Montgomery,  of  Palhotisie.  whereby 
tlics  t.ikr  possession  of  his  mill  pr\>perty  and  equip- 
ment there,  and  his  valuable  tract  of  lumber  limit 
on  the  Resligouche.  Th.  n  the  vicinity  of 

$100,000.     The  new  owners  take  charge  at  once. 

I  imple.l    progreaa    has   been   made   in   the 

.  in.luslry  in  the  Sussex  district  during  the  last 

half  doien    ye  gain    in    business   al    the 

•x  Butter  and  Cheese  Company's  factory  dur- 


ing the  year  was  rather  more  than  J3'j  per  cent 
over  MI".'.  The  following  statement  show*  how  the 
business  has  increased  at  the  factory  during  the 
last  four  y  eai  s  : 

Cheese.  Buller.  Value. 

25,000  103,435  $20,848.03 

2,361  129.900  31,044.14 

2,300  195,290  41,20500 

1,583  261,243  54,500.05 


Milk. 

1900 2,256,591 

1901  ......2,804.610 

1902 4,109,206 

'9«>3   5.65'.'94 


Ctal.it/  whitewood  is  lo  be  a  competitor  with  New 
Brunswick  spruce  in  the  British  market  Ibis  year. 
Reference  lo  the  coming  of  this  wood  from  Southern 
Kurope  upon  the  British  market  was  made  during 
last  year.  A  recent  issue  of  the  IjmJon  Timber 
Trades  Journal  says:— "We  understand  thai  the 
spruce  shippers  are  demanding  higher  prices  than 
la.sl  year,  but  buyers  have  been  looking  elsewherr, 
as  it  is  staled  that  10,000  standards  of  Calais  deals 
of  the  well-known  swag  stock  have  already  been 
sold  to  this  country  for  1904  delivery.  This  move 
on  the  part  of  importers  should  have  some  effect  on 
spruce  prices." 

Forty-five  practical  miners  arrived  in  the  Pro- 
Mine  recently  to  work  in  local  mines.  Nine  of  the 
number  are  Knglishmen,  and  they  went  to  the 
(Jut-ens  County  mines  :  thirty-six  are  Belgians,  and 
have  gone  to  the  Beersville  mine  in  Kent  County. 
They  are  the  last  of  a  party  of  one  hundred  brought 
oul  by  the  New  Brunswick  Government,  and  their 
families  will  follow  shortly.  Mr.  Dunn,  Surveyor 
lieneral.  is  well  pleased  with  the  development  in 
mining  which  is  going  on  in  New  Brunswick. 
The  mine  at  Beersville,  Ihe  property  of  the  Beers- 
ville  Coal  and  Railway  Company,  has  some  seventy 
men  at  work.  A  shaft  of  some  950  feel  has  been 
run  in  this  mine,  and  a  railway  has  been  built  from 
Ihe  mine  to  Adamsville  on  Ihe  I.  C.  R..  so  thai  Ihe 
coal  is  being  taken  out  over  Ihe  new  road.  Some 
two  miles  away,  at  Coal  Branch,  are  Ihe  mines  of 
the  Canadian  Coal  and  Manganese  Company. 
This  mine  has  been  closed  for  some  lime,  but  is 
now  in  operation  again,  and  some  fifty  men  are  at 
work.  In  Queens  County  the  several  coal  mine* 
are  in  operation,  more  especially  the  King  mine  and 


that  of  J.  S.  Gibbon.  The  facilities  given  by  the 
extension  of  Ihe  Central  Railway  by  the  Provincial 
Ci.nernmenl,  and  the  building  of  si, lings  lo  Ihe 
different  mines  along  Ihe  road,  will  open  up  Urge 
coal  areas.  In  Gloucester  County  prospecting  of 
Ihe  iron  or<;  properties  is  going  on.  Surveyor  Genera) 
Dunn  states  that  the  outlook  for  a  large  and  valu- 
able mineral  development  in  different  parts  of  the 
Province  is  excellent. 

Prince  Edward  Island 

The  "Garden  Province."  in  common  with  its 
sisters,  complains  of  a  scarcity  of  farm  help. 

The  Canadian  Westinghouse  Co.  has  received 
orders  from  Ihe  Prince  Edward  Island  Railway  to 
equip  thirteen  locomotives,  thirty-three  passenger 
can  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen  freight  car* 
with  air-brakes. 

Some  $23,000  of  the  $55,000  necWMMjr  far  the 
building  of  a  modern  hotel  in  Charlollelown  has 
already  been  subscribed.  The  Steam  Navigation 
Co.  is  down  for  $10,000,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Mac- 
Donald,  of  Dalway.  for  $5.000. 

Winter  communication  with  Ihe  mainland  has 
been  established  on  Ihe  Georgetown- Pictou.  where 
Ihe  steamers  Mtnto  and  Stanley  are  running,  each 
leaving  the  opposite  port  in  the  mon-ing,  and  thus 
ensuring  a  daily  mail.  This  new  arrangement  is  the 
result  <•!  Hon.  R.  Prefonlaine's  (Mtnnter  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries;  visit  and  is  considered  satisfactory  by 
both  cities. 

Prince  Kdward  Island  closed  ils  ledger  for  1903 
with  a  substantial  credit  balance.  Agriculture.  Ihe 
main  industry  of  the  Province,  flourished 
ingly,  there  being  good  hay.  grain  and  root 
In  fruit  only  was  there  a  falling  off.  With  hardly 
an  exception,  prices  lor  farm  products  were  good. 
Money  was  plentiful.  A  slight  falling  off  in  the  dairy 
output  was  compensated  for  by  the  increase  in  the 
price  of  cheese  In  mercantile  circle*  a  satisfactory 
year's  business  is  to  be  recorded.  In  all  branches 
of  trade  employment  was  plentiful  and  wage*  high. 
Building  operations  were  brisk  in  city  and  country. 
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Area— 351,873  square  miles 


Population— 1,648,898 


Map  showing  size  of  Quebec  (black  part  of  Map)  compared  with  all 
British  North  America  and  also  the  British  Isles 


The  soil  of  much  of  this,  the  second  largest  province  of  the  Dominion,  is 
capable  of  high  cultivation.  Many  of  the  fruits  of  the  temperate  zone  here  grow 
to  perfection  and  in  abundance.  Quebec  has  immense  tracts  of  forest  land  and 
a  large  lumber  trade.  It  is  rich  in  minerals,  including  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron, 
plumbago,  galena,  felspar,  limestone,  asbestos  and  mica.  Its  fisheries  are 
amongst  the  most  valuable  in  Canada. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands  and  of  France  will  find  themselves  at 
home  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  the  English  and  French  languages  both  being 
spoken. 

The  winters  in  Quebec  are  moderately  cold,  and  the  summers  somewhat 
similar  to  those  of  France.  The  climate  of  Quebec  is  one  of  the  healthiest 
under  the  sun. 


For  pasturage  the  lands  of  Quebec  are  of  special  excellence,  particularly 
those  in  the  Eastern  Townships  and  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Parts  of  the 
Province  are  especially  favorable  to  the  growth  of  apples  and  plums,  and  large 
quantities  are  exported.  Small  fruits  grow  everywhere  in  abundance.  Grapes 
ripen  in  the  open  air  in  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  the  Province. 
Agriculture  is  the  chief  occupation  at  present.  Many  corporations  have  secured 
immense  areas  of  timber,  mineral,  mica,  and  other  deposits,  together  with  water- 
privileges  generating  thousands  of  horse  power,  so  that,  ere  long,  Quebec  is 
bound  to  enter  upon  an  industrial  development  that  few  provinces  will  be 
able  to  equal.  The  extension  of  railways  has  been  rapid  in  the  Province 
since  Confederation  in  1867.  Many  large  manufactories  have  also  been 
established. 


The  Pentecoste  Navigation  Company,  Quebec, 
has  been  incorporated  by  letters  patent. 

A  new  vein  of  gold  ore  has  been  struck  in  the 
workings  of  the  Matane  Gold  Mining  Co. 

The  Canada-South  Africa  Lumber  Company,  of 
Montreal,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  has  been 
incorporated  by  letters  patent. 

The  Province  of  Quebec  takes  second  place  to 
Nova  Scotia  in  respect  to  the  value  of  its  cod 
fisheries.  The  annual  catch  is  valued  at  nearly 
$1,000,000. 

The  Montreal  Park  and  Island  Railway  Company 
will  shortly  ask  Parliament  for  an  extension  of  their 
powers  and  an  interpretation  of  certain  clauses  in 
their  charter. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  ot  the  Levis 
water  works  has  been  signed  by  Dussault  &  Power, 
contractors,  Quebec.  The  price  is  $287,000,  and 
the  work  is  to  be  finished  in  three  years. 

The  Commission  of  Colonization  for  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  composed  of  Senator  Legris,  Rev.  Canon 
Thivierge  and  J.  C.  Langelier,  met  recently  in 
Montreal  to  study  the  conditions  favoring  coloni- 
zation. 

After  considering  the  inducements  offered  by- 
Montreal  and  other  industrial  centres,  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Co  ,  of  New  York,  has  decided 
to  construct  a  branch  at  St.  John's.  The  branch 
will  manufacture  for  the  Canadian  trade. 

The  Department  of  Railways  and  Canals  has 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  substructure  of  the 
Swing  Bridge  to  be  built  on  the  present  site  of 
Brewster's  Bridge  over  the  Lachine  Canal  to  Messrs. 
John  Quinlan  &  Co.,  contractors,  of  Montreal. 
Operations  have  already  been  begun. 

The  following  companies  have  been  incorporated 
by  letters  patent:  Hodgson  Bros.,  of  Montreal, 
provision  dealers,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000  ; 
the  Montreal  Transportation  Company,  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $500,000  j  Hodgson,  Sumner  &  Com- 
pany, of  Montreal,  dry  goods,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $1,000,000. 

The  product  of  the  asbestos  quarries  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  is  in  France  being  manufactured 
into  bricks,  roofing  slabs,  and  outside  and  inside 
lining  material  for  buildings.  At  an  exhibition  of 


dwelling  houses  held  in  Paris  in  August  last,  a 
model  was  shown  of  a  modern  house  built  entirely 
of  asbestos  bricks,  which  are  claimed  to  be  abso- 
lutely incombustible  and  unattackable  by  acids, 
while  at  the  same  time  bad  conductors  of  sound, 
heat,  cold  and  electricity. 

The  Elder-Dempster  South  African-Canadian 
service,  now  being  operated  in  conjunction  with 
Furness,  Withy  &  Co  ,  will  soon  be  strengthened 
by  a  large  new  steamer,  7,000  tons  dead  weight, 
now  being  completed  on  the  Clyde.  The  new  ves- 
sel will  be  named  the  "Canada-Cape,"  significant 
of  the  trade  for  which  she  is  intended.  She  will  be 
fitted  with  the  Hall  refrigerating  system,  which  has 
proved  satisfactory  on  the  other  boats  in  the  ser- 
vice, the  Melville,  Wyandotte  and  Oriana,  each  of 
which  has  a  carrying  capacity  of  300  head  of  cattle. 
After  this  month  the  service  will  be  regular — from 
Montreal  in  the  summer  and  St.  John  or  Halifax  in 
the  winter. 

Never  in  the  history  of  immigration  has  Montreal 
in  the  winter  months  had  within  her  gates  so  many 
immigrants.  In  former  years  the  tide  of  immigration 
has  dropped  off  almost  entirely  in  the  winter  months, 
but  this  year  each  steamer  to  Halifax  and  St.  John 
is  crowded  with  people,  chiefly  from  Great  Britain, 
who  intend  to  settle  in  Canada.  A  great  number  of 
young  Britons  are  going  up  every  week  into  the 
lumber  camps,  where  there  is  a  great  demand  for 
men  this  year.  They  will  work  until  the  spring  at 
fair  wages  and  then  will  go  out  to  the  West.  Num- 
bers have  already  gone  to  the  West  and  have 
engaged  as  lumbermen  in  the  Winnipeg  River  lumber 
districts.  Many,  however,  are  still  in  Montreal. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Shawinigan  Water 
and  Power  Company  was  held  at  Montreal  recently, 
when  the  reports  submitted  were  most  favorably 
received.  The  Treasurer  reported  that  the  Com- 
pany was  now  selling  in  Montreal  6,000  horse- 
power and  at  Shawinigan  Falls  approximately 
20,000  horse-power ;  that  there  was  still  a  large 
surplus  of  power  in  the  development  at  Shawinigan 
Falls,  the  total  being  estimated  at  100,000  horse- 
power. The  operation  of  the  power  plant  at  Shaw- 
inigan Falls  had  proved  satisfactory,  and  the 
successful  transmission  of  power  to  Montreal  had 
demonstrated  the  commercial  feasibility  of  trans- 
mission to  any  point  within  a  radius  of  one  hundred 


miles  of  Shawinigan  Falls.  The  Company  was  in 
receipt  of  applications  for  large  amounts  of  power 
at  Shawinigan  Falls  and  various  points,  and  antici- 
pated extensive  additions  to  its  electrical  plant  dur- 
ing the  present  year. 

Mr.  N.  de  Struve,  Imperial  Consul  for  Russia  in 
Canada,  makes  the  following  announcement  regard- 
ing commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries : 
"  Arrangements  are  now  being  made  with  the 
Dominion  Government  in  order  that  Russian  raw 
sugar  may  be  brought  into  this  country  under  favor- 
able conditions.  If  the  question  of  duty  can  be 
satisfactorily  arranged,  there  is  no  reason  why  an 
important  market  should  not  be  found  in  Canada. 
Then,  again,  there  is  the  fur  trade,  in  which  Rus- 
sian merchants  are  steadily  increasing  their  busi- 
ness in  Canada.  The  largest  fur  dealers  of  Russia 
are  now  sending  representatives  to  this  country  and 
they  report  a  good  demand.  In  addition  to  these 
lines  there  is  not  much  possibility  of  any  very  large 
trade  between  the  two  countries.  Their  products 
are  almost  identical.  On  this  account  Canada  can 
hardy  hope  to  find  a  market  for  its  cereals  in  Russia. 
A  Russian  commercial  agency  has  already  been 
established  here,  but  as  yet  it  has  only  made  a 
beginning.  It  may  yet  show  considerable  develop- 
ment." 

Mr.  J.  G.  Scott,  the  General  Manager  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Quebec  and  Lake  St.  John  Railway, 
in  a  recent  interview  said  that  the  region  through 
which  his  line  passes  is  one  of  the  best  agricultural 
sections  in  the  Dominion.  Eight  years  ago  the 
railway  from  Quebec  to  Roberval  was  a  fairly  good 
one  and  the  line  from  Chambord  Junction  to  Chicou- 
timi  was  first-class,  yet  no  less  than  a  round  million 
dollars  have  been  spent  of  late  in  betterments. 
Trains  of  620  tons  now  pass  over  the  road,  when-a-, 
•500  tons  was  formerly  the  maximum  load.  Speaking 
of  the  flourishing  farming  country  around  Lake  St^ 
John,  the  General  Manager  declared  that  the  popu- 
lation is  now  nearly  50,000,  while  four  or  five  thous- 
and additional  settlers  are  added  to  the  number  every 
year.  These  hardy  settlers  are  self-reliant  to  such 
an  extent  that  every  town  and  large  village  in  the 
district  has  its  own  electric  light  and  waterworks 
svsti-m,  while  the  entire  section,  150  miles  in  length, 
has  its  own  telephone  system.  Pulp  mills,  saw  mills, 
creameries  and  cheese  factories  are  to  be  met  with 
everywhere. 
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There  is  n  wealth  of  limbci  in  this  l'i  ,n  incc  >  apable  of  furnishing  an  Abund- 
ant supplv  lu'ili  IIM  homo  consumption  .mil  lor  e\cr>  probable  ilmi. ind  thai 
.  .>m  ui-i.  <•  i  m  make  n|X>n  il  fur  long  \oais  lo  ..MM.-  I'lio  districts  north  of 
I.  ikes  Superior  mi.)  Huron  arc  enormously  rich  in  gold,  iron,  silver,  copper, 
m.  ki-l.  .in.l  t'llirr  minerals.  In  Kastcrn  Ontiirio  then-  have  IH-OII  lounil  con- 
sul.-i.iblo  deposits  of  gold,  galena  •""'  '"''•'•  In  the  southern  district  near 


I_ake  Huron  are  the  famous  oil  springs,  and  farther  to  tin-  north  in  the  samr 
ili-.it it  I   .111-  prolific   salt  wells.      The  climate  ..I  Om.ino  v  .  ,lmg  lo  the 

Utitinlr,  altitude  and  situation   with  ivfmtncm  \o  the  great  lake*,  but   i«  upon 
i hi-  whole  one  ol  the  pleasantest  and  most  healthful  in  the  world. 

Ontario   is   I  ho   premier    1'iotincc   in   respect    both   to  the  excellence  of  il» 
agricultural  I.--.MH  .  ••»  and  their  utilization,  and  to  the  variety  of  its  manufactmes. 


The  \Vnbash  K.iilway  i  oinp.niv  has  .n.opio.l 
the  i -ity  -  otloi  t.>  I.-,  .it.-  tlu-ir  Canadian  workshops 
at  St.  Ih.' 

The  K.mn  Isncr  Lumber  Co.,  R.nm  Kurt,  has 
been  incoiporatod,  with  .1  oapilal  of  $1,000,000,  to 
in.iniil.ii  tun-  IlimlHT,  woodcnwaro.  elc.  Tin-  Pro- 
Msion.ii  Directors  in,  In. I.-  The-.  II.  Shevlin,  K.  I.. 
Carpenler  and  Win.  K.  Brook's  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

The  Northern  Light  Mining  aiul  Developing  I o  , 
ol  I'.'ii  . \ithnr,  has  been  incorpor. ilei  1,  witha  ..ipn.il 
of  $1,000,000,  to  carry  on  a  mining,  milling  ami 
i.'iliu  lion  business  The  Provisional  Directors  in- 
chule  John  llonska,  J.  II.  Hill  anil  I'.usl.iv,.-  I  ..ll.il/. 
l>nliitli,  Minn. 

The  Ont.ino  l.i-.i.l  and  Zim-  Co.,  of  Port  Arthur, 
In-  IH-I-II  inrorporatcd,  with  .1  t.ipital  of  $600,000, 
'.'  .in.  ,in  a  mining,  milling  anil  reduction  busi- 
iu'^->.  The  l'io\i-<ioii.il  niret-ton*  include  E.  C. 
Kenneth,  Su|»-iu>r,  \\'is.  ;  J.  A.  Mflntosh  and  A.  K. 
I'lule.  Toronto. 

\  ilo/en  nl  |ti  iiitiiMil  Ai  nii-iii. in-,  h.ive  ill-ruled  to 
i.ikr  up  I. mil  ni  new  Ontario  with  the  inirnii.ni  ol 
eitablishin^;  a  M'ttlenienl.  There  are  about  MXIV 
ni. ins  in  Hi  .mil. ".I.  and  they  form  one  of  two 
colonies  iii  I'.in.ida,  the  other  rteinjf  in  Montreal. 
They  are  applying  to  the  Ptovm.  i.il  li.nciinnenl  lot 
land  grouts  and  lrans|H>rt.iiion. 

The  pnu  li.ixe  nl  a  si  up  of  laml  in  Sandwich, 
v  I'ounty,  by  the  I'eie  M.ii,|ii,-iu-  Svsteni.  is  the 
last  chapter  in  the  histoiy  ol  the  deal  by  which  th.it 
road  will  secure  a  bell  line  connecting  the  towns  of 
Viii.lw.  h.  \\nulsor  and  Walkerville.  The  buving 
has  bi-en  piogressiiikf  all  summer.  The  building  of 
the  road  will  In-  lie^nn  in  the  spring. 

\i  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  of  Port 
Arthur  the  ipiestion  of  further  developing  the  power 
on  I'm  rent  Ri\er  was  brought  up.  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  board  favored  the  project.  Il  is  the 
intention  ol  the  council  to  harness  from  8,000  to 
10,000  home-power  and  to  otter  the  surplus  power 
al  a  low  rate  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

The  Canadian    M.iniifaclii-  lation,  after 

il  enquiry  among  the  members,  I'nuls  that  there 

are  places  for  4,405   women   in  Canadian  factories. 

In   Ont.uio  alone    clothing    in  <mifaclmcrs  say   ibex 

C»n    find,    work     I. -I      ,>,     female     cotton    garment 

\\oik.-rs    and    115    woollen    garment    workers.      The 

i   is  in  favor  of  encouraging  female  immi- 

•11  under  sine!  conditions. 


'I  he    i  .in. .....in   v  .  .nun  i.  i.ii    Ago.,!    s.aiioned   at 

Manchester  has  written  the  Department  of  Agiii  ill- 
lure  for  samples  of  Canadian-grown  tobacco,  with 
prues  and  other  information  regarding  freight  and 
shipment.  The  matter  h.is  been  referred  to  Mr.  M. 
K.  Cowan.  M.I'.,  of  Windsor,  who  will  endeavor 
in  establish  an  Knglish  market  for  the  Canadian 
product. 

An  Ottawa  man  propose*  to  send  to  Britain  a 
shipment  of  eggs  packed  like  coal  in  a  barrel  and 
ho/en  solid.  The  eggs,  he  cl.n...s,  must  In-  freth 
nt  purchase  and  all  candled.  They  must  then  be 
frozen  anil  shipped  in  that  condition,  with  a  hole  in 
the  Hal  end  ol  the  egg.  Before  using,  the  eggs 
would  require  to  be  lhawcd  out,  when  they  would 
be  as  fresh  as  when  laid,  and  if  used  shortly  after 
receipt,  would  he  in  lirsi  .class  order. 

Two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  immediate 
Mcniity  of  the  Canadian  Power  Works  al  Niagara 
have  been  sold  to  American  parties,  of  whom  A.  J. 
Wright,  of  Buffalo,  is  the  chief.  Moot  of  il  will  be 
held  for  factory  sites,  but  a  laige  section  will  be 
immediately  laid  out,  and  a  new  suburb  built.  The 
price  wan  slightly  under  half*  million  dollars.  Il  is 
also  reported  that  the  Toronto  and  Niagara  Power 
Company  has  purchased  forty-five  acres  in  the 
same  vicinity  lor  $35,000. 

Next  session  will  witness  a  big  drainage  scheme 
in  operation,  the  beginning  of  which  will  l>e  in  ihe 
township  of  Marlborough,  passing  through  North 
I Vowei  lor  several  miles  towards  the  Kideau,  but 
terminating  ere  it  reaches  the  river  in  Cranberry 
i  ii-.k.  No  less  than  10,000  acres  of  now  waste  or 
bog  lands  are  expected  to  be  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion when  Ihe  work  is  completed,  which  may  lake  a 
couple  of  years.  The  scheme  will  be  financed  by 
North  Gower,  the  municipal  authorities  of  that 
township  undertaking  the  management  as  well. 

A  migration  from  India  lo  Ontario  is  the  latest 
plan  to  upbuild  Ontario.  Recently  Mr.  Thomas 
Soiilhworth.  Director  of  Colonization,  received  a 
letter,  slating  thai  three  families  of  Anglo-Indians 
would  sail  at  once  for  Canada,  and  two  others  would 
follow  in  the  spring.  They  live  in  Central  India, 
have  capital,  and  will  buy  improved  farms  in  old 
Ontario.  They  are  of  the  retired  civil  servant  class, 
and  Mr.  Southworth  expects  the  movement  will 


attain  considerable  proportions.  Other  correspond- 
ence  indicates  the  coming  of  a  number  of  settlers 
IC.MII  Trinidad  in  Ihe  spring. 

The  prospects  lor  a  heavy  immigration  of  farm 
laboreis  to  Oiii.nio  from  Britain  this  season  are 
regarded  h\  the  Colonization  Department  as 
bright,  Ihe  arrivals  so  far  having  been  more  i 
than  last  season.  The  proportion  of  farm  laborers 
and  men  who  want  lo  work  on  farms  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  immigrants  who  have  already 
arrived  is  larger  than  last  year.  The  Department 
has  several  means  of  reaching  the  desired  class  in 
the  Krilish  Isles  now  There  is  ihe  Ontario  (mini- 
gration  Agenl,  Mr.  Thomas  Byrne,  al  Liverpool; 
Mr.  H.  K.  Kyle,  of  Oakville,  sent  over  by  ihe 
IVparlmenl  specially  for  this  work  :  the  Dominion 
immigration  officials,  and  three  or  four  private 
agencies  More  farmers  than  ever  are  applying  for 
men  to  work  the  whole  year  round,  and  more  are 
providing  cottages  in  which  hired  help  who  are 
married  may  live.  Wages  will  be  fully  as  high  as 
I. ist  year. 

The  Crown  Lands  Department  of  the  I'nn 
has  figured  roughly  the  business  done  to  the  end  of 
last  year  in  giving  land  grams  to  the  veterans  of 
t«6b  and  of  the  South  African  war,  who  have 
applied.  Since  November  I,  1901,  Ihe  Department 
has  .ent  out  no  less  than  10,450  certificates,  entit- 
ling each  recipient  lo  ibo  acres  of  land  for  service  to 
his  country.  Of  tho>e  so  favored,  some  three 
thousand  have  already  selected  their  land  This 
would  moan  the  actual  taking  up  of  4X0.000  acres, 
or  twenty-one  township*,  if  the  settlement  were 
solid,  but  as  only  one  veteran  may  locale  in  each 
square  mile,  these  locations  must  he  scattered  over 
eighty-four  or  more  townships.  The  Government 
set  apart  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  townships  in 
new  Ontario  from  wind  the  veterans  might  choose 
land,  and  besides  many  townships  in  the  northern 
parts  of  old  Ontario.  Altogether  the  Department 
received  about  30,000  applications  and  letters  from 
i  hose  who  thought  they  were  entitled  to  grants. 
Thousands  were  of  course  not  sustained,  and  some 
remain  to  be  decided.  The  lime  for  making  appli- 
cations expired  on  December  31  last,  so  that  Ihe 
arrears  of  applications  will  be  dealt  with  before 
long.  The  Crown  Lands  Department  has  no 
statistics  of  the  number  of  veterans  who  have 
actually  settled  on  their  land.  The  Province  of 
Ouebec  is  now  undertaking  Ihe  granting  of  land  to 
veterans,  thus  following  the  example  of  Ontario. 
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Manitoba  comprises  within  its  limits  the  famed  g rain-gfrowing  valleys  of  the 
Assiniboia  and  Red  Rivers.  Although  called  the  Prairie  Province  of  Canada, 
Manitoba  has  large  areas  of  forests,  numerous  rivers,  and  vast  water  ex- 
panses. Conservative  estimate  now  places  the  population  at  280,000.  The 
greater  proportion  of  these  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  majority 
of  the  settlers  are  from  Great  Britain  and  Eastern  Canada.  Of  the  remainder 
there  are,  besides  many  from  the  United  States,  large  colonies  of  Mennonites, 
Icelanders,  Scandinavians,  Germans  and  other  nationalities,  many  of  whom  had 


but  small  means  on  arrival.     Now  they  have  comfortable  homes,  and  are  amongst 
the  most  prosperous  settlers  in  Manitoba. 

The  soil  is  a  rich,  deep,  argillaceous  mould,  or  loam,  resting  on  a  deep 
and  very  tenacious  clay  sub-soil.  It  is  specially  adapted  to  wheat  growing, 
giving  a  bountiful  yield  of  the  finest  quality,  known  the  world  over  as  Manitoba 
No.  I  hard  wheat.  During  the  past  ten  years  the  growth  of  wheat  and  other 
grains  has  steadily  increased,  and  so  far  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  arable 
lands  is  under  cultivation,  fully  20,000,000  acres  being  still  available. 


The  Winnipeg  directory  for  1904  estimates  the 
population  of  the  city  at  77,304.  The  increase  in 
population  for  the  past  year  is  placed  at  13,744. 

The  Suburban  Electric  Railway  Company,  of 
Winnipeg,  has  made  application  to  the  Manitoba 
Legislature  for  an  amendment  to  its  charter,  where- 
by greater  powers  are  asked  for.  It  desires  to 
secure  a  charter  for  the  construction  and  operation 
of  a  line  of  electric  railway  from  Winnipeg  to  Port- 
age la  Prairie  and  also  in  Portage  la  Prairie. 

The  Brandon  Experimental  Farm  has  shipped 
twenty  large  cases  of  exhibits  for  the  St.  Louis 
Fair.  These  were  filled  with  grain  in  the  straw  and 
with  grasses.  Earlier  in  the  season  several  cases  of 
preserved  fruits  and  vegetables  were  forwarded  for 
the  same  purpose.  Later  on  a  large  collection  of 
threshed  grain,  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince, will  be  sent. 

Col.  Young,  of  the  Dominion  immigration  staff, 
recently  concluded  a  tour  of  invesligation  through 
Manitoba,  with  a  view  to  learning  what  will  be  the 
demand  for  married  couples  during  the  coming  sea- 
son. Col.  Young  has  handled  this  Department  for 
a  number  of  years.  "  There  will  be  a  big  demand 
this  year  for  married  couples,"  said  the  officer. 
"  Up  to  last  year  we  had  extreme  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing employment  for  this  class  from  the  Old  Country. 
Last  year,  however,  the  demand  picked  up  some- 
what, and  the  present  season  will  see  a  big  improve- 
ment. The  Department  will  be  able  lo  place  every 
couple  coming  here.'' 

A  grant  of  $50,000  from  the  Federal  Government 
to  the  Winnipeg  Exhibition  for  next  September  may 
have  the  effect  of  causing  the  members  of  the  Cana- 
dian Manufacturers'  Association  to  alter  their  inten- 
tions re  the  suggested  trip  to  the  Maritime  Provinces 
and  Newfoundland  for  this  year,  after  the  annual 
meeting  which  it  was  understood  would  be  held  in 
Montreal,  and  now  may  possibly  be  held  in  Winni- 
peg, the  members  being  desirous  of  following  up 
the  business  connections  gained  in  last  September's 
trip  through  the  West  to  the  Coast.  The  matter  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  and  providing  hotel 
accommodation  could  be  secured,  they  might  decide 
on  Winnipeg  for  the  meeting  during  the  time  of  the 
exhibition  for  the  reasons  given.  The  manufacturers 
are  co-operating  with  the  Government  and  the  Ex- 


hibition Board,  as  at  Toronto  last  year,  lo  secure  a 
representative  at  the  Dominion  Exhibition. 

During  the  year  ended  a  large  number  of  new- 
elevators  were  erected  throughout  the  West.  The 
following  table  gives  the  capacity  of  the  elevators 
and  warehouses  according  to  official  figures  : — 


Owuer. 

C.  P.  R.  in  Manitoba.  . 
C.  N.  R.  in  Manitoba.  . 
C.  P.  R.  in  N.  W.  T. . . 
C.  P.  R.,  lake  ports... 
C.  N.  R.,  lake  ports. .. 


Ware-  Capacity 

Elevators,  houses.       Bushels. 

479  32  i4,4".5°° 

176  13          4,653,400 

255  15  7,720,000 

5  . .  10,622,000 

i  •  •          3.3S0'000 

916  60  40,756,900 


The  above  shows  that  the  total  elevator  capacity 
for  Manitoba  is  19,064,900  bushels.  In  the  North- 
West  Territories  it  is  7,720,000  bushels,  and  at  the 
lake  ports  13,972,000.  The  storage  capacity  last 
year  was  5,000,000  bushels  greater  than  previous 
years  at  the  ports  when  navigation  closed,  and  the 
capacity  at  the  terminal  points  shows  a  similar 
increase. 

Brandon  is  growing  apace,  and  in  a  comparative 
sense  is  making  as  rapid  advancement  as  Winnipeg. 
The  building  trades  in  the  Wheat  City  are  all 
actively  engaged  on  new  structures,  and  the  city 
and  the  railway  companies  are  making  extensive  im. 
provements.  A  project  is  now  on  foot  to  harness 
the  waters  of  the  Assiniboine  and  utilize  the  power 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  formation  of  the 
valley  of  the  river  at  Brandon  lends  itself  excellently 
to  the  purpose,  and  if  the  Government  can  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  declare  the  river  a  non-navigable 
stream  from  that  point  upwards,  a  big  dam  will  be 
constructed.  Besides  furnishing  power,  such  an 
enterprise  would  also  create  a  lake  in  front  of  the 
city  that  would  be  an  additional  attraction  lo  its 
already  pretty  situation.  The  power  dam  on  the 
Little  Saskatchewan  is  to  be  raised  eight  feet, 
which  will  give  much  greater  force  than  can  be 
obtained  at  present.  This  power  furnishes  the 
electric  energy  for  the  city. 

In  a  box  car  loaded  with  grain,  which  passed 
through  Winnipeg  for  the  east  recently,  there  were 
forty  boxes  containing  Western  Canada's  grain 
exhibit  for  the  World's  Fair  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  being 
sent  to  Ottawa  to  be  arranged.  This  was  all  un- 
threshed  grain,  and  the  mammoth  sheaves  may 
spread  abroad  some  idea  of  the  quality  of  Canada's 


crops.  There  were  samples  of  wheat,  oats,  rye  and 
barley,  cultivated  and  wild.  The  other  part  of  the 
shipment,  made  up  of  threshed  grain,  is  being  sent 
to  the  Central  Dominion  Immigration  Office  in 
London,  England.  These  ninety-four  large  boxes 
contain  samples  of  red  fyfe  and  Turkey  red  wheat, 
ordinary  fall  wheat  and  Russian  wheat,  oats,  barley 
and  flax.  On  arriving  in  London,  these  grains  will 
be  put  in  bottles  and  sent,  as  samples  of  what 
Western  Canada  can  do,  into  every  corner  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  This  will  be  sure  to  interest 
especially  the  farming  peopje,  and  will  thus  doubt- 
less recruit  immigrants  for  Canada  from  that  greatly 
desired  class.  The  whole  shipment  of  samples  has 
been  gathered  with  great  pains  from  various  parts  of 
Manitoba  and  the  Territories,  under  the  supervision 
of  J.  O.  Smith,  Immigration  Commissioner. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  prosperity 
in  Western  Canada,  and  it  is  remarked  by  those  who 
come  to  Winnipeg,  which  is  the  business  centre  and 
commercial  metropolis  of  the  vast  territory  that 
stretches  from  Lake  Superior  lo  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, north  of  the  international  boundary,  that  even 
the  humblest  foreigner  toiling  for  his  daily  bread  has 
money  to  spend.  A  feature  that  has  contributed  to 
a  widespread  plenty  is  the  fact  that  labor  is  high- 
priced,  the  soil  is  producing  fruitfully,  and  those  who 
have  amassed  wealth  are  investing  it  in  efforts  .n 
development,  which  tend  towards  the  production  of 
work  for  the  masses.  Both  country  and  city  have 
benefited  from  the  good  stewardship  of  those  who 
are  the  proprietors  in  this  comparatively  new  coun- 
try. In  the  city,  growth  and  development  have  been 
unusually  marked,  and  in  the  expenditure  of  money 
for  new  buildings,  Winnipeg  leads  its  closest  com- 
petilor  among  Canadian  cities  by  more  than  $2,000,- 
ooo.  A  feature  of  the  building  in  Winnipeg  was 
that  it  was  restricted  only  by  the  limitations  of 
material  and  men.  All  the  building  possible  was 
done.  During  the  past  season  over  1,200  dwelling 
houses  were  built.  These,  if  gathered  together, 
with  the  occupants,  wpuld  constitute  a  town  larger 
than  any  in  the  Province  outside  of  Winnipeg.  The 
value  of  the  residences  alone  was  over  §2,700,000. 
Over  seventy  retail  stores  were  erected,  ami  over 
forty  stores,  houses  and  factories,  which  would 
aggregate  at  least  $2,000,000.  With  schools, 
churches,  public  buildings,  warehouses,  factories 
and  residences,  the  value  of  the  buildings  erected  in 
Winnipeg  last  year  is  at  least  $5,000,000. 
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general  •»'!"•'  ticial  features  may  Ix-  .l.-s,  nbed  an  • 
in.\.  ,1  pc  .line  .iii.l  wooded  icgi.  MI,  ali.Miiidiiii;  in  \\.n.-r  ;uul  ii.ilnr.il  ha\  ,  and  well 
smled  by  climate  .mil  soil  loi  the  raising  i<t  wheat,  horned  cattle  aiul  sheep. 
..iiniiv  i-  p.-..j>!,-,l  with  i  i  ii.|:i  I,.  VM  TI,  in,.  (.,  -Tiiiin^,  Scots,  Knglish, 
Russian-,  ami  Kmop.-an  French.  During  Ihe  past  year  there  was  a  large  influx 
..I  S,-TI|.-IS.  In  gicai  niiMonri-  Itial  which  may  In-  said  of  on.-  district  ajtplies 

^  lo  the  others.     MIC  i  oiniir  \  is  well  supplied  with  good  roads,  and  il 
kept   open   winlfi    and    summer.      Wild    (mils  of    nearly  every    variety  —  straw- 
-elx-ny.   blueberry,  high   hush   cr.inherry  ,  l>l.u  k   curranis. 
rl.  .,      grow   in  prolusion.  and  small  game  is  plentiful. 

This  country  is  roinark.ihly  well  adapted,  lij  n-ason  .•!'  its  large  tracts  of 
hay  lands,  for  stork  raising,  ranching.  etc  ,  and  large  shipments  are  made 
annually. 

Any   pin  lion    of    Sa-kalclicwaii   will   answer  all  the  requirements  of  dairy 
I.  iiiiiin^        I'here  aie  creameries   at    Prince   Albert   and   Saskaloon.     The  home 
.1.  -111.111.1  lias  always  l>een  laigo,  so  dairy  products  command  good  price*. 
The  spruce  lor.  ,.iu  licw.in  are  an  exceedingly  valuable  asset. 


although  the  industry  is  yet  in  its  mi.ui.  %  .  ^,,-.,t  strides  have  been  made  in  Irw 
direction  of  success.  There  are  eight  government  creameries  m  operation 
besides  numerous  private  creameries.  Good  prices  are  obtained  for  the  output 
of  butler.  A  regular  weekly  refrigerator  -  inniislicd  by  the  Canadian 

Pacific  Railway,  which  renders  it  practicable  lo  ship  perishable  lo«xU  to  Kntish 
Columbia  markeis. 

Allx-rta  is  the  nearest   .iL.-M.uiiMi.il   ,  ounlry   to  the   rich  mining  nrgioi 
both  Northern  and  Southern  Kiilish  Columbia,  and  a  trade  has  been  established 
which  is  m,  leasing  icarly  SIIH  e  the  lomplelion  of  the  Crow's  Nest    Pass  Rail- 
way.    The    establishment    of   flour  and    oatmeal    mills,  creameries,  beet    root 
factories,  etc.,  ensures  an  excelleni  ma>kc!  for  the  pnxlucis  of  I  be  farm. 

Southern  Alberta   loims  the  extreme  southwest  corner  of  the  prairie  region 
ot    Western   Canada,  and  stands  unrivalled    among  the  sdx'k  countries  of  the 
world.      Now    that    it    has  direct    railway   communication    with   the    mark. 
Eastern  Canada  and  British  Columbia  il  is  the  most  desirable  one  lor  M.vkmen. 


is  the  most  westerly  ol  the  several  divisions  of  Western  Canada, 
ha\ing  an  area  of  101,883  square  miles.  It  cxicnds  from  the  western  limits  of 
Assinihoia  lo  the  eastern  limils  of  British  Columbia,  within  the  range  of  the 
Mountains,  and  is  dm.  led  into  Northern  Alberta  and  Southern  Alberta. 
I'he  Calgary  and  Kdmonlon  Railway  passes  ihrough  the  two  divisions  from 
Mi  l.eixl  in  the  south,  where  il  i-onnerls  wilh  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Railroad, 
running  into  the  Kootenay  gold  mining  country,  to  Kdmonlon  in  the  north, 
.illoidini;  markets  and  shipping  facilities  at  a  number  of  convenient  places  along 
the  whole  distance. 

Within  the  Imrders  of  Northern  Alberta  is  a  practical!  v  illimitable  area  of 
the  most  fertile  land,  well  limlx-rcd  and  well  watered.  The  surface  of  the 
country  is  gently  undulating.  In  some  parts  there  are  large  tracts  of  plains  free 
from  limber,  and  in  others  great  areas  of  wood  composed  of  large  trees.  The 
soil  Ix-ars  a  luxuriance  of  vegetation  shown  in  no  oilier  part  of  the  West,  and 
indeed  seldom  seen  anywhere  outside  of  the  tropics.  During  the  past  ten  yean 
fall  wheat  has  been  grown  wilh  uniformly  good  results.  Live  slock  of  all  kinds, 
including  horses  ol  all  grades,  as  also  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry,  are  raised  in 
.iliuiulani  c.  The  conditions  tor  carrying  on  dairying  are  most  favorable,  and 


is  divided  into  two  great  areas  -  Eastern  and  Western 
Assiniboia  each  of  which  has  its  own  peculiar  characteristics,  the  former 
Ix-ing  essentially  a  wheat  growing  and  mixed  farming  country,  and  the 
western  part  being  especially  adapted  for  ranching. 

Kastern  Assiniboia  very  much  resembles  the  province  of  Manitoba.  The 
verdure  is  most  luxuriant,  and  the  ground  is  exceptionally  well  adapted  for  grain 
growing.  Thousands  of  homesteads  and  immense  tracts  of  railway  lands  have 
IK-CM  taken  up  in  this  part  during  the  past  season.  Good  frrt  gran/  lands  are 
still  lo  be  had.  This  district  is  gradually  becoming  one  of  the  greatest  wheat 
producing  countries  in  America. 

Western  Assiniboia  is  similar  in  its  eastern  part  lo  Eastern  Assiniboia,  and 
is  favorable  for  mixed  farming.  The  supply  of  timber  on  the  hills  is  con- 
siderable. There  is  also  an  abundance  of  fuel  of  a  different  kind  in  the  coal 
seams  that  are  exposed  in  many  of  the  valleys.  About  Maple  Creek  irr.k 
works  are  being  prosecuted  wilh  the  most  beneficial  results.  The  hills  lo  ihe 
south  of  the  C.  P.  Railway  are  especially  adapted  for  slock  raising,  and  as 
general  fanning  is  not  extensively  followed  the  grass  lands  will  not  likely  be 
disturbed  by  Ihe  plough.  The  climate  is  tempered  by  the  Chinook  winds  and 
water  and  shelter  are  everywhere  abundant.  Western  Assiniboia  is  the  great 
sheep  raising  district  of  Western  Canada.  Great  herds  of  cattle  roam  at  will 
over  all  these  boundlesx  pastures. 


llernl'ings  Si  Traub  will  operate  a  lumberyard 

and  sash  and  dooi  faciory  at  Pidshury. 

May  Bros  ,  former  U  of  Ottawa,  Onl.,  are  esiab- 
lishing  a  sash  and  door  faclorv  al  Saskatoon. 

\  company  has  been  formed  at  Edmonton  lo 
bore  lor  natural  gas  there,  gas  to  be  supplied  lo  ihe 
iminici|Mlily  al  a  price  equal  lo  coal  gas,  with  coal 
al  $1.50  per  ton. 

Mr.  P.  llogan.  Savanne,  has  purchased  the 
holdings  of  the  Savanne  Lumber  Co.  The  mill  will 
be  removed  to  Kashehowic,  on  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway. 

The  number  of  homestead  entries  made  during 

the   year   1903  was    more  than  double  the  number 

made  in  the  pie.  eding  year.      The  number  ta.st  \c..r 

i,Vooo,  or  iS.4oo  in  excess  of 


The     Immigration    Commissioner   has    re 
«or,l   of  the   .  -ming  of  j.ooo  Britons  early  in  Ihe 
spring  tor  the  Barr  Colony.     The  telegraph  line  from 
I'"'  lo  th.    .  has  been    completed 

and  is  iii  operation. 

The  Telford  Lumber  Co.,  Prince  Albert,  has 
Ix-en  incoiporalctl  with  a  capital  of  $368,000,  lo 
manufacture  timber,  and  lo  construct  and  operate 


saw  mills,  etc.  The  Provisional  Directors  include 
J.  X.  Telford,  D.  H.  Telford  and  J.  W.  Telford, 
Prince  Albert. 

The  Dominion  Meal  &  Cattle  Ranching  Co., 
Calgary,  has  been  incorporated,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000,  lo  carry  on  a  cold  storage  business,  and 
lo  manufacture  meals,  etc.  The  Provisional  Direc- 
tors include  A.  A.  Steed,  Calgary,  and  J.  R.  L. 
Starr  and  J.  II.  Spence,  Toronto. 

Regina  will  install  a  waterworks  and  sewerage 
system  which  will  cost  over  $100,000.  The  plans 
and  estimates  prepared  by  John  Gall,  C.E.,  call  for 
the  construction  of  a  dam  350  feel  long  wilh  18  fool 
centre;  a  water  supply  conduit  15,500  feet  long! 
gravitation  supply  mains  20.500  feel  long,  and  a 
large  extension  of  street  mains.  The  work  is  lo  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  October,  1904. 

The  North- West  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  will  com- 
mence development  work  in  the  spring  on  Iheir 
property  in  Alberta.  Their  holdings,  consist  of  jg,- 
ooo  acres  of  coal  land  situate  on  Ihe  north  fork  of 
Old  Man's  River,  about  fifteen  miles  north  of  Ihe 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  Several  seams  of  high- 
grade  coking  coal,  ranging  from  five  lo  thirty-five 
feel  in  thickness,  have  been  located  in  the  territory- 
controlled  by  the  company 


Al  Ihe  forthcoming  session  of  Ihe  Dominion  Par- 
liament, the  C.  P.  R.  will  apply  for  authority  10 
build  a  branch  line  in  the  North-West,  from  a  point 
between  Yorkton  and  Prince  Albert,  westerly  and 
north-westerly,  south  of  the  Quill  lakes,  lo  a  point 
in  the  vicinity  of  Saskatoon,  thence  to  Welaskiwin, 
on  Ihe  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Railway,  also  branch 
line  from  near  Churchbridge,  on  Ihe  main  line, 
southerly  to  a  junction  wilh  Ihe  Pheasant  Hills 
branch,  near  Ksleiha/y.  . 

The  C.  P.  R.  have  decided  to  call  for  lender*  for 
excavating  and  other  work  necessary  lo  carry  out 
Iheir  scheme  lo  irrigate  Ihe  dry  bell  near  Calgary. 
The  hope  is  to  render  three  million  acres  fit  for  cul- 
tivation, one-half  for  cereals  and  the  other  half  for 
grating.  Three  hundred  thousand  acres  will  be 
irrigated  first,  and  after  they  have  been  settled  on 
the  work  will  be  extended.  Two  canals  will  be 
used  to  irrigate  Ihe  tract,  a  main  canal  thirty- 
five  miles  long,  wilh  a  width  al  bottom  of  six 
(eel.  and  carrying  ten  (eel  depth  of  water.  This 
canal  will  be  built  first,  and  will  be  used  lo  carry 
water  lo  the  secc-ndary  cnnal.  which,  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  115  miles  long.  To  make  the  main 
canal  150,000.000  cubic  feet  of  earth  will  have  lo  be 
removed.  The  work  will  be  done  with  Meam 
shovels,  etc. 


RESOURCES 


Mr.  Ogden  Hinch,  president  of  the  Manitoba 
and  Western  Colonization  Co.,  in  a  recent  letter 
from  Chicago  lo  his  company,  gives  the  following 
particulars  as  lo  the  change  in  the  class  of  land 
asked  for  by  capitalists  seeking  investment  in  the 
\\Vst.  It  is  no  longer  wild  land  in  large  blocks  lint 
is  being  sought  for.  Mr.  Hinch  finds  that  improved 
farms  and  the  more  highly  improved  the  better,  arc 
what  capitalists  are  seeking  for.  He  has  made  a 
number  of  sales  of  land  of  this  class. 

Of  the  land  of  the  Chinook,  Mr.  W.  C.  Skelding, 
of  Stand-OfI',  Alberta,  writes  :  "  U'e  have  had  thus 
far  a  beautiful  winter,  mild  and  line.  U'e  have  135 
head  of  cattle,  some  of  last  spring's  calves  are 
weaned,  and  are  out  grazing  with  the  bunch.  We 
have  not  fed  a  forkful  of  feed  to  any  of  them  the 
greater  part  of  the  time.  Not  a  particle  of  snow  is 
to  be  seen  anywhere  on  the  prairie,  but  plenty  of  it 
can  be  seen  anv  time  of  the  year  on  the  peaks  of  the 
Rockv  Mountains,  which  are  about  thirty  or  thiity- 
five  miles  distant." 

H.  M.  McLeod,  chief  engineer  of  the  C.N.  R., 
accompanied  by  Government  Engineer  Johnson, 
returned  recently  from  an  inspection  trip  over  the 
western  lines.  "  Within  a  few  days,"  said  Mr. 
McLeod,  "  we  shall  have  completed  track  laying  on 
the  I'rince  Albert  branch  as  far  as  Melforl,  which  is 
106  miles  west  of  Erwood  and  478  from  Winnipeg. 
From  Melfort  to  Port  Arthur  we  have  a  total  stretch 
of  track  east  and  west  of  916  miles.  So  that  by 
spring  the  C.N.R.  will  have  a  total  mileage  of  over 
one  thousand  miles." 

To  keep  pace  with  the  necessities  of  the  many 
settlers  who  are  pouring  into  the  country,  the  con- 
struction departments  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  and 
Canadian  Northern  Railways  have  had  an  import- 
ant task  to  perform.  The  work  is  closed  for  this 
season,  and  the  total  mileage  of  track  laid  by  the 
C.  P.  R.  in  Manitoba  and  the  Territories  during  the 
season  was  130,  and  the  mileage  graded  239.  The 
Canadian  Northern,  in  its  efforts  to  corner  a  fair 
share  of  the  work  of  a  thoroughly  western  system, 
laid  track  on  300  miles,  of  which  114  were  on  the 
main  line,  pushing  towards  Edmonton.  The  num- 
ber of  miles  graded  by  the  C.  N.  R.  was  351. 

Colonel  A.  B.  Davidson,  of  Chicago,  President 
of  the  Saskatchewan  Valley  Land  Company,  says 
that  although  his  Company  last  year  brought  up 
some  forty  thousand  settlers  from  the  United  States 
to  the  Canadian  North- West,  he  expects  that  next 
year  will  witness  by  far  the  largest  movement  of 
settlers  from  the  United  States  to  Western  Canada 
that  has  yet  been  seen.  The  most  significant  fact 
is  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  who  are  being 


brought  into  Canada  by  the  Saskatchewan  Valici 
Land  Companv  are  well-to-do  American  fanners, 
men  of  experience,  both  in  agriculture  and  the  dee 
system  of  self-government  which  obtains  in  this 
country  and  who  are  therefore  calculated  lo  make 
I  lie  very  best  class  of  settlers. 

.\  deputation  of  prominent  Minnesota  and  North 
Pakota  fanners  has  invested  largely  in  the  lands  of 
the  Kamsack  district,  in  Assiniboia.  The  deputation 
was  composed  as  follows:  E.  J.  Johnson  and  R. 
Iverdal,  Abcivrombie,  N.I'.;  }•'..  II.  Mcrrick,  lien- 
nan  Orthous  anil  August  Orlhous,  of  Kiokcnriilge, 
Minn.  These  men  have  all  located  in  the  distru' 
named  through  the  agency  of  the  Manitoba  Land 
and  Investment  Company,  and  they  are  all  more 
than  pleased  with  their  purchases.  Several  of  them 
have  visited  different  localities  throughout  the  West 
and  thev  unhesitatingly  declare  that  the  Kamsack 
country  cannot  be  excelled  for  farm  purposes  They 
purchased  their  farms  for  $10  p^r  acre  and  say 
poorer  property  in  Minnesota  costs  $50  per  acie. 
Tne  climate  is  remarkably  moderate,  and,  all  told, 
the  country  is  one  very  advantageous  to  the  settler. 

R.  F  Slupert  the  chief  of  the  meteorological 
office  of  Canada,  has  the  following  to  say  of  the 
climate  of  Western  Canada  :  "  In  all  the  prairie 
country  one  of  the  most  noticeable  features  is  the 
crisp  dryness  of  the  winter  air,  and  the  almost 
constantly  clear  sky.  The  winters  are  cold,  at  times 
very  cold,  but  all  persons  residing  in  the  country 
are  agreed  that  the  dry  cold  of  the  prairies  is  not 
comparable  with  the  more  damp  cold  of  a  moderate 
climate ;  it  is  not  unco.-nfortable,  and  persons  can 
go  about  their  daily  occupations  with  the  tem- 
perature at  20  degrees  without  experiencing  incon- 
venience. Near  the  mountains  spring  opens  earlier 
than  in  Manitoba,  and  the  early  part  of  April  in 
Alberta  often  sees  much  spring  ploughing,  while  in 
Manitoba  it  is  usually  the  end  of  that  month  before 
ploughing  is  well  under  way.  Early  in  May  the 
prairies  are  carpeted  with  flowers,  and  for  six 
months  the  delightful,  exhilarating  prairie  air  is 
perhaps  to  the  settler  an  ample  offset  to  the  months 
of  cold  between  November  and  March — particularly 
when,  in  September,  days  of  railway  travel  may  be 
spent  in  passing  through  the  finest  and  most  prolific 
wheat  fields  of  the  world,  or  further  west  the  eye 
may  roam  over  the  boundless  prairie,  dotted  here 
and  there  with  countless  herds  of  fat  cattle  which 
cannot  fail  to  enrich  the  ranches." 

It  is  now  about  eight  months  since  the  vanguard 
of  the  Barr  colonists  came  up  from  Saskatoon  and 
commenced  lo  locate  upon  their  homesteads  in  the 
West.  Much  has  been  said  in  the  newspapers,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  as  to  the  troubles  experienced 


In  these  enterprising  settlers,  but  a'ler  visiting 
many  of  the  homesteads  and  talking  to  several  o' 
the  new-comers,  it  is  apparent  that  thev  haxe  made 
satisfacloi  \  progress.  I'naccustomcd  as  the  major- 
ity of  them  were  to  farming,  they  have,  since  their 
arrival,  been  energetically  adapting  themselves  to 
the  new  condition  of  things,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  when  the  winter  is  once  o\erand  the  work  of 
next  spring  has  brought  its  effect,  that  Britannia, 
as  the  new  colom  is  called,  will  enter  upon  a  \er\ 
satisfactory  career.  The  country  upon  which  these 
colonists  have  settled  is  mostly  prairie,  with  here 
and  there  brush  and  small  chimps  of  trees.  The 
soil  is  of  the  best,  being  rich  black  loam,  and  the 
surrounding  countrv  is  adrnirablv  adapted  for  mixed 
farming.  Since  their  arrival  the  new  colonists  have 
been  busy  gelling  things  into  shape.  They  sowed 
i|uite  a  iiuantity  of  potatoes  last  spring,  bill  owing 
to  the  lateness  of  the  crop  they  were  practicallv  a 
total  loss.  They,  however,  secured  a  small  crop  of 
oats,  and  the  hay  crop  also  has  been  a  succc-s. 
The  heavy  storm  iir  October,  which  was  experienced 
very  generally  over  the  West,  was  not  felt  in  the 
colony,  and  not  even  frost  was  experienced.  Lloyd- 
minster  is  the  principal  town  in  the  Britannia 
colony,  and  has  lately  been  surveyed,  roads  have 
been  laid  out,  and  houses  are  being  erected  on  all 
sides.  The  storekeeper  ol  I.lovdminstor  was  in 
Winnipeg  some  time  ago  buying  goods  to  stock  his 
store  for  the  winter.  In  conversation,  he  stated 
that  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  had  been  written  anil 
published  regarding  the  colony,  and  as  one  of  the 
few  Canadians  living  among  them,  he  thought  them 
the  finest  body  of  settlers  that  could  be  found. 
"  They  are  building  some  wonderfully  comfortable 
houses,"  he  said,  "  and  I  do  not  believe  born  Cana- 
dians could  be  settling  down  belter  or  making 
themselves  ready  for  the  winter  more  s\  stcmatically 
than  these  people.  Some  of  the  settlers  have  broken 
as  much  as  fifty  acres  of  land,  but  the  majority  of 
them  have  not  done  very  much,  as  they  have  been 
too  bi!sy  getting  houses  built  and  working  on  the 
railway  in  order  to  earn  a  little  money  to  see  them 
through  the  winter.  The  Canadian  Northern  have 
been  grading  about  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Lloyd- 
minster,  and  it  is  hardly  likely  they  will  get  into  tin- 
town  for  some  time,  but  they  were  very  anxious  lo 
give  the  colonists  work,  and  arc  preparing  against 
the  time  when  their  line  reaches  Edmonton  and 
branches  will  be  extended  to  the  Britannia  colon)'. 
We  have  a  post  office  and  a  Government  land 
agent's  office  at  Lloydminster,  and  have  had  three 
births  and  three  deaths  since  the  colony  started. 
At  the  present  we  have  neither  church  nor  school 
house.  We  gel  a  regularly  weekly  mail,  and  are 
all  happy  and  contented.  It  is  now,  however,  each 
man  for  himself,  and  the  plan  of  running  everything 
by  a  commillee  has  been  entirely  ahaii-loned." 
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Map  showing  «i»c-  of  British  Columbia  (black  part  of  Map)  compared  wiili  all 
BritUh  North  America  and  «Uo  thr  Brill.h  lataa 


"I'lii-.    i-    tin-    ini>-l    westerly   province    ..I    I  hi-    Dominion   i«l    Canada.   Iv  ing 

immcdi.ileh     In    I  In-    liiulll    i'l    tin-    American    Stales    of    Washington,   Idaho   and 

nl     tin-    lii-hi-sl    .mil    most     resDinceliil    provinces    of    the 

nonunion,  anil   i-   I  'an  nl.i  -  .-nl\  outlet   lo   llu-   Orient   ami   to  the  whole   ol   the 

N'iMtli    I'. i.  itii-   Coast.        Few    countries   have   shown   as  great    progress    during 

•-  .1-  Urilish  Columbia,  anil  il  is  now  offering  unsurpassed  inducements 

lo  the  settler  in  seatrh  of  a  fnrni,  the  stork  man  seeking  a  ranch,  the  miner,  the 

.inui,   the  lisherin.iit,  (he  business  nun.  the  capitalist,  whether  large  or 

sin  ill,  who  seeks  investment  lor  his   money.      Il  i»  a  magnificent  rounlry,  leem- 

nit;   «>t'i  gioii    possibilities  lo  the    (wnevering  and  industrious,    and   offering 

countless  op|iorl  unities  to  all. 

The   wealth    ol'  the  lore-Is,  waters,  mines   ami   soil   of  British  Columbia   is 
.ally  illimitable,  each  succeeding  year  demonstrating  the  remarkable  rich- 
ness of  il-  v.uicil   lesources.      The  wealth   of  h'-h   in   the   waters  of  the    Hntisli 
I'olmnlii.i   i  oast  i-   an  important    factor  in  the   trade  of  the  Province.      Ol   these 


the  most  valuable  lisliciv    r-  the  salmon.      There  an-  over  eighty   canneries  in  the 

proxince,  einplnving  a  large  numlH-r  ol  men  iluring  the  s4-.i-.-ii.      I'l  Ihese  48  are 

mi  ill,-  .ud  JH  on   the  rivers  and   streams  north  ol   thai  . 

The  halibut    fisheries  are    being   de\ eloped,  anil    then-    i-    apparently 

the   i|ii.ii>titv    that    could    be    taken.      Sturgeon    are    niimeriui-   in    the    ! 

other  large  river-.      Trout  abound  in  the  lake-,  rivers  ami  streams  ol  the  whole 

province. 

The  wooded  area  ol  British  Columbia  ioveis  iho.isamlsot  -.|uare  miles,  ami 
includes  forty  kinds  of  limber.  The  finest  growth  is  on  the  .oast  and  on  Vancou- 
ver Island,  ami  in  the  C.old  and  the  Selkirk  ranges.  The  approximate  number  ol 
lumlM-r  and  shingle  mills  in  the  Province  last  ye.ir  was  over  I  in,  who-e  aggre- 
gate output  u.ts  about  240,000,000  feet  of  lumber  and  over  joo,ooo,onn  -hingle- 
An  acre  ol  British  Columbia  forest  sometimes  yields  ytn.rxn  leel  ol  lumber, 
rendering  the  deforestation  slow.  The  watcrpowci  -  ami  streams  suii.,1 
mill  sites  are  numberless. 


The  /a!a  Consolidated.  Limited,  has  been  incor- 
p.M.ii,-il  .it  Victoria,  with  :i  capital  of  $600,000,  lo 
,.iii\  on  .1  mining,  milling  and  reduction  business. 

The  Bridge  Uiv.-i  ,V  l.illooel  Hold  Mining  Co. 
ha-  been  mcoi  poi  aled  .it  \'u-toi  ia,  \villi  .-«  capital  of 
$750,000,  lo  can  \  i>n  .1  mining,  milling  and  reduction 
business. 

.li-n  i  lahns  that  the  output  from  its  mines 
alone  i -ould  easily  support  a  bank,  to  nay  nothing  of 
.1  n-iod  commercial  and  city  business.  Al  present 
it  lack-  llic  loi  incr. 

Me—is.  V.  II.  Maker  and  Ryan  &  McNab.  of 
Cranhrook,  have  purchased  from  the  Koolenay 
Valley  Co.  the  limber  on  10,000  acres  of  land,  and 
800  acres  of  land  for  a  mill  site. 

The  Richmond  Oil  Company,  boring  for  oil  at 
Sieve-ion,  a  few  miles  from  Vancouver,  sinick  a 
Mow  ol  gas.  When  lighted  the  flames  were  twelve 
t'eel  high.  The  sand  i  oming  up  i-  saturated  with 
oil.  1'ln-re  i-  considerable  i  \citcmenl  in  the  town 
as  a  result. 

J.  Wilson,  who  has   been   engaged  in  uncovering 

Ihe  coal  seams  of  the   Klk  River  Coal  and  Oil  Corn- 

p.uiv's  pioperty  on  their  iq  claim-  above  Michel,  B. 

jH'rt-  that  he  uncovered  n>  seams  in  all,  which 

aggregated   i  70  feet.  11  inches   in   thickness.      Those 

-  cMend  over  the  entire  property.      Mr.  Wilson 

i-   ol    the   opinion   thai   there  are   other   seams  still 

uncovered. 

J.     D.     Fan-ell,    confidential     representative    of 

I  .line-    I.     Hill,    ha-    negotiated    with    Mr.     Dun-iliuir 

-upplv    of  anthracite   coal   for   Hill's   big   new 

ve— cl-.   \linne-ota  and   Dakota,  which  are  about  lo 

bo  launched  from  Ka-lern  shipyards.    The  di-covciv 

ol    .inilii  icile    near  \'icloria    is   full   of  Ihe  gre.itesi 

I  will   work    wonders   lor  Vancouver 

l-laml,    which    will    also  become    Ihe    fuel    base   lor 

Ihe  Coast-kooien.iy  line. 

The  i>  ->pl    at    Ihe   Canadian    Exhibition 

ortices  .it  Ott.iwa  ,'l  seveial  collection- of  minerals 
Irom  the  i-land-  and  in.unl.tnd  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Portland  Channel,  lv  v  Intel.  Port  Simp-on 


and  Kilnn.it  Arm,  denotes  that  the  country  abutting 
on  part  of  Ihe  territory  recently  in  dispute  between 
Ihe  I'nited  Stales  and  Canada  is  very  highly  miner- 
alized. Sels  of  minerals  from  all  Ihe  properties 
will  be  included  in  the  Canadian  Mining  Kxhibil  at 
the  St.  Louis  Exposition. 

The  returns  of  the  mill  tesin  of  ore  from  the 
Lucky  Jack  and  Swede  groups,  at  the  Company's 
MI. st. imp  mill  al  C.iinborne,  are  in,  and  are  highly 
gratifying.  From  Ihe  l.uckv  Jack  a  sample  of 
about  one  and  a- half  Ions  was  taken  from  both  Ihe 
surface  showings  and  underground  workings.  The 
-ample  was  carefully  selected  with  a  view  lo  keep- 
ing out  all  coarse  gold  and  nuggets,  and  the 
returns  gave  Ihe  ore  on  the  plates  a  high  value  per 
Ion.  Nine  ions  went  through  the  mill  from  Ihe 
Swede  group,  the  ore  coming  from  a  fair  sample  of 
Ihe  big  vein.  The  returns  in  this  case  showed  a 
saving  of  slightly  over  $.17  per  Ion. 

The  lumbering  resources  of  the  Lardeau,  which 
are  vast  indeed,  are  about  to  be  thoroughly  exploited. 
Over  twenty  square  miles  of  timber  along  Ihe  Troul 
Lake  valley  have  been  acquired  by  Canadian  and 
Knglish  capital,  and  a  mill  with  a  daily  capacity  of 
60,000  feel  is  near  ing  completion,  al  Trout  Lake,  for 
the  purpose  of  its  manufacture.  A  contract  has 
been  let  for  the  delivery  of  100,000,000  feel  of  logs 
and  the  spring  months  of  1904  will  s>-e  a  new  and 
wealth-bringing  industry  begun  in  the  Lardeau  which 
-even  vi-.n-  ago  was  but  little  known  or  appreciated 
outside  of  the  few  harJv  pros|«ector»  who  had  ex- 
pi. -r  '  and  maintained  its  vast  possibilities. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Ihe  Alberni  &  Cowichan 
Railroad  Companv  is  to  come  before  Ihe  l-egislalure 
shortly.  The  bill  has  been  prepared.  The  capital 
-lock  is  pi  iced  at  $2.000,000.  Incorporation  n 
-ought  by  Ahram  C.  Khinehart,  of  Big  Wood-, 
-•i.ill  County,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  C.S.A.: 
John  Thompson  and  Livingston  Thompson,  ol  Vi» 
toria.  The  route  proposed  is  outlined  as  running 
from  a  point  at  or  near  Santa  townsite  or  some  har- 
bor on  Alberni  Canal,  on  Vancouver  Island,  thence 
hv  way  of  the  Nil-Nat  Valley  to  Cowichan  l-ake. 


and  Ironi  Cowichan  Lake  by  way  of  Cowichan  River 
to  Cowichan  Bay,  on  the  east  coast  of  V.n>. 
Island. 

Kive  bar*  of  gold  were  placed  on  exhibition 
recently  in  the  show  window  of  the  Canada  Drug  & 
Hook  Companv,  Nelson.  The  little  pile  ol  i  oucen- 
I rated  wealth  was  the  centre  of  attraction  until  it 
was  taken  awav  lo  be  shipped  lo  the  I'mud  v 
mint  al  Helena,  Montana.  Al  Calumet  and  It.  v 
Mines,  Ltd.,  it  was  learned  that  Hjo  tons  of  ore  had 
been  put  through  the  mill  of  Ihe  Comp.mv  at  - 
borne  during  the  690  hours  of  the  month  thai  it  was 
running,  and  that  Ihe  result,  which  was  to  be  seen 
in  the  five  ban  of  bullion,  was  715  ounce-,  valuet' 
al  approximately  $11,000,  and  fifteen  tons  of  con- 
centrates, worth  $.1.10.  The  average  value  of  the 
tailings  was  $1.40  lo  the  ton.  The  total  recovery 
of  all  values  on  the  plates  and  in  the  concentrate* 
was  qj  percent  of  Ihe  values  in  Ihe  ore.  The  ore 
runs  about  $14. .so  lo  the  Ion.  One  of  the  stamps 
was  out  of  order  during  the  month,  and  considering 
this  fact  Ihe  nin  was  an  excellent  one. 

Many  towns  in  Ihe  Koolenay,  which  originally 
had  only  the  adjoining  mining  interests  lo  support 
them,  are  now  flourishing  on  the  timber  industry. 
Nelson,  Cranbrook.  Movie,  Marysville  and  many- 
other  places  on  the  Crow's  Ne«t  Railway  are  pro- 
ducing lumber  for  Ihe  prairie  demand  in  such  quanti- 
ties thai  the  pay  rolls  are  larger  than  the  mining  pay- 
rolls were  before  Ihe  drop  in  lead  prices.  The 
Cranbrook  district  alone  has  over  a  doien  saw  mills 
in  operation,  and  there  are  large  tracts  of  timber 
still  untouched.  There  are  very  good  openings  for 
experienced  lumber  operators  in  Ihe  district,  many 
of  Ihe  present  operators  being  comparatively  inex- 
perienced, very  few  of  them  have  sufficient  capital, 
and  yet  all  an-  making  good  profits.  The  demand 
from  Ihe  prairies  ;-  constantly  increa-rng,  and  will 
for  yean  be  greater  than  the  supply.  The  quality 
of  Ihe  E»-rt  Koolenay  limber  i«  equal  lo  any  in  the 
west,  (.arch  aiul  mountain  pine  are  largely  pre- 
dominant, and  Ihe  freight  charges  to  the  prairie 
markets  are  much  lower  than  from  the  Pacific  coast 
or  from  |he  east. 
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Map  showing  «i«  of  Yukon  country  (black  part  of  Map),  compared  with 
all  British  North  America  and  also  the  British  Isles 


The  Customs  Depart  mem  has  been  notified  from 
Dawson  that  during  July,  August,  September  and 
October  of  last  year,  there  were  $2,800,000  worth  of 
Canadian  goods  and  imported  goods  handled  by 
Canadian  firms  sold  in  the  Yukon  as  against  $956, 1 24 
foreign  goods. 

A  strike  has  been  made  in  the  new  diggings  near 
Alsek,  far  surpassing  Bonanza  in  its  best  days.  On 
No.  19,  below  Discovery,  on  Bullion  Creek,  gravel 
that  gives  returns  of  $1.20  a  pan  has  been  struck. 
The  depth  and  width  of  the  pay  gravel  is  not  yet 
known,  but  it  is  thought  to  be  extensive. 

The  Dawson  City  civic  elections  have  resulted 
as  follows :  Mayor,  James  F.  McDonald,  Nova 
Scotia.  Aldermen — Alexander  J.  G.  Ellis,  Nova 
Scotia  ;  Wm.  McKay,  Ottawa  ;  Dufferin  Patullo, 
Woodstock,  Ont.  ;  A.  Lalonde,  Quebec  ;  John 
Timmins,  Ireland  ;  Isaac  Lusk,  Portage  la  Prairie, 
Man. 

According  to  the  estimates  of  those  closest  in 
touch  with  operations  on  the  Klondike  creeks, 
Dominion  and  Hunker  will  be  the  richest  streams 
next  season  for  output.  The  work  being  done  on 
these  two  streams  exceeds  that  on  any  other  streams 
in  the  camp.  Sulphvir,  down  to  the  6o's,  also  is  a 


very  busy  creek.  Bonanza  and  Eldorado,  while 
rich,  are  not  being  worked  so  much  in  winter  as 
Dominion  and  Hunker. 

General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  White,  o. 
the  White  Pass  and  Yukon  Railway,  returned  to 
Vancouver  recently,  after  investigating  reports  con- 
cerning the  new  placer  diggings  in  the  neighborhood 
of  White  Horse.  Recent  arrivals  from  that  district 
reported  that  these  gold  fields  were  likely  to  prove 
as  rich  as  the  original  discoveries  in  Klondike. 
Access  to  the  new  district  is  easy,  and  road  houses 
have  already  been  established  at  many  points.  A 
big  rush  is  expected  in  the  spring. 

Rev.  John  Pringle,  councillor  for  the  Yukon 
Territory,  recently  completed  a  long  march  over 
the  Territory,  having  covered  1,056  miles  on  snow- 
shoes,  assisted  by  a  dog  team.  He  visited  nearly 
every  camp  in  the  Yukon,  including  Alsek  district, 
175  miles  from  White  Horse.  He  reports  the  new 
diggings  as  most  promising,  and  that  it  is  the 
general  belief  that  the  district  will  rival  the  Klon- 
dike. The  mining  outlook  for  the  Territory  is 
bright,  and  the  miners  are  much  more  contented  than 
at  any  time  since  the  discovery  of  gold  in  1896. 
Eight  to  ten  thousand  men  are  expected  to  go 
into  the  new  diggings  in  the  far  North. 


Two  men  arrived  recently  a!  Mawson  Citv  with 
J  1,200  in  dust  ami  with  glowing  ivports  of  a  new 
field.  It  was  learned  from  them  that  the  Ptarmigan 
Creek  gold  area,  where  the  find  was  made,  lie-,  almost 
wholly  in  Canadian  territory,  only  a  small  shoulder, 
in  which  there  are  no  proved  claims,  reaching  into 
Alaska.  Fully  200  miners  are  now  stretched  along 
the  route  bound  for  the  new  centre  of  interest.  The 
stampeders  follow  the  White  River.  It  is  now 
known  that  at  least  twenty  miles  of  the  White  River 
are  on  the  Canadian  side.  From  careful  examina- 
tion of  all  reports,  and  interviews  with  the  men 
themselves,  it  is  certain  they  are  convinced  that  a 
new  field  such  as  that  of  the  Klondike  exist-  there. 
If  a  quarter  of  what  is  reported  is  true,  thousands 
will  stampede  from  Dawson  during  the  coming  sea- 
son. Gold  is  already  found  in  abundance  on  nine 
creeks,  or  "pups."  The  chief  creeks  are  Ptarmi- 
gan, Snag,  Laduc  and  Anderson.  The  Alsek 
region  is  proving  most  promising,  and  thousands 
are  preparing  for  the  influx.  It  is  believed  that 
a  rich  gold  belt  extends  from  Alsek,  about  two 
hundred  miles  north-west,  including  a  portion  in 
Alsek.  There  will  be  a  great  boom  during  the 
present  year,  and  Canada  is  certain  to  secure  the 
whole  of  the  trade  resulting  from  the  inrush. 


BritisK      Columbia 


Rossland  mines  paid  out  in  wages  $975,200 
during  1903,  and  shipped  $377,134  tons  of  ore, 
estimated  in  value  at  $4,631,180. 

The  Lucky  Jack  trial  shipment  went  $250  per 
ton,  which,  considering  that  all  loose  nuggets  and 
coarse  gold  were  taken  out,  was  a  remarkably  good 
showing.  Nine  tons  of  the  Swede  group  were 
t realed  and  gave  values  of  $37  per  ton. 

On  the  Roderick  Dhu,  in  Long  Lake  camp,  one 
of  the  Boundary's  high  grade  properties  that  has 
been  working  steadily  for  several  months,  in  a  drift 
from  a  new  shaft  recently  started  a  ledge  of  $125 
ore  was  struck  the  other  week.  Shipments  from 
this  property  have  been  started,  the  ore  going  to 
the  Greenwood  smelter. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Reco  Mining  &  Milling 
Company,  iust  published,  shows  a  surplus  of 
$8,476.47.  Rich  ore  showings  continue  to  crop  up 
in  the  old  vein  at  the  Reco.  Some  handsome  samples 
of  steel  galena  taken  out  a  few  days  ago  assayed 
hundreds  of  ounces  of  silver  to  the  ton,  while  a  piece 
of  ordinary  rock  speckled  with  the  same  ore  gave 
returns  of  1 1)2  oinu  t-s. 


The  Slocan  Star  mine  continues  to  ship  consider- 
able ore.  These  are  large  shoots  of  ore  in  the  lower 
or  8oo-ft.  level.  The  Slocan  Star  paid  a  dividend  of 
$25,000  last  year  and  since  1894  has  paid  $500,000 
in  profits  to  its  stockholders.  On  the  8oo-ft.  level 
the  ledge  is  from  three  to  ten  feet  wide,  with  a  pay 
streak  of  from  3  to  6  feet  in  width.  The  ore  runs  75 
to  200  ounces  in  silver  and  70  per  cent,  lead  to  the 
ton.  Carloads  of  the  ore  have  been  sent  to  the 
smelter  that  went  80  percent,  lead  and  no  ounces 
in  silver  to  the  ton.  The  Slocan  Star  Company  has 
between  $6,000  and  $7,000  coming  to  it  from  the 
Dominion  Government  in  the  shape  of  bounty  on 
lead  that  it  has  produced  since  the  terms  of  the  lead 
bounty  act  went  into  effect. 

The  output  of  the  melaliferous  mines  of  British 
Columbia  last  year  was  1,276,000  tons  ;  the  coal 
mined  amounted  to  1,670,000  tons.  The  total  value 
of  the  mining  output  was  $19,200,000,  which  is 
nearly  two  million  dollars  increase  over  the  previous 
year,  notwithstanding  the  strikes  which  paralyzed 
the  industry  in  the  early  part  of  the  past  year.  The 
salmon  pack  was  greatly  below  the  average.  The 
cut  of  timber  was  fifteen  per  cent,  greater.  The 
dairying  output  one-third  greater.  Fruit  marketed 


showed  35  per  cent,  increase.  Halibut  and  other 
fisheries,  40  per  cent.  The  value  of  the  total  pro- 
ductions of  the  province  was  about  thirty  millions. 
The  exports  amounted  to  twenty-one  millions, 
five  millions  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

The  sequel  to  the  career  of  the  Horne-Payne 
syndicate  ended  in  Revelstoke  recently  when  papers 
were  signed  for  the  sale  of  the  syndicate's  holdings 
at  Illecillewaet,  including  the  Lanark  group  and  the 
town  site.  The  purchasers  are  Dr.  W.  E.  New- 
combe,  of  Ferguson,  V.  M.  Westfall  and  Ole  Sand- 
berg,  of  Trout  Lake  City.  The  Lanark  group 
consists  of  15  crown  granted  claims  and  fractions. 
The  syndicate  is  reported  to  have  spent  $10,500  on 
the  actual  development  of  the  mine,  and  to  have 
taken  out  ore  valued  at  a  quarter  ot  a  million  dollars. 
The  ore  is  a  low  grade  concentrating  galena  with 
values  in  the  raw  running  from  $40  to  $50.  In  the 
early  development  of  the  mine  enormous  sums  were 
spent  in  building  a  tramway,  concentrator,  hotel,  15 
cottages,  stores,  etc.  The  extravagant  management 
soon  spent  between  $600,000  and  $700,000,  and 
then  the  inevitable  collapse  came.  The  mine  was 
elosed.  Ole  Sandberg,  a  former  employe  of  the 
syndicate,  carried  through  the  present  sale. 
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al  franklin,  Kcewatln.  Mackeniie.  t'ngmva.  Athaha*ca  (Mack  pan  of 
•red  with  all  Britbh  North  America  and  •!«  the  liiui«h  I  •  r. 


Population—  25,490 

I  In-    hl.uk     poinon    nl     m.ip    shows    a    territory-    of    4,1311.5^4     square  west  shores  o I   Hudson  Bay  will  some  day  be  utilized  ;  but  no  rapid  drvelop- 

milcs,  piaciii  all\   iinailmiiiisicrcd,  .in>l  inhabited  by  a  very  sparse  Indian  popu-  menl  <>l   mineral    resources  in  Ih.-se  regions  nerd  be  looked  :  in  the 

HI,  I  .1  li-\v  win  1 1—  who  are  attached  to  I  hi-  widely  separated  I  ratling  post...  possible  en-nt  ,.|  lln-  disco  w-iy  i«l   gold  placers  like  those  ol   ili«-  Yukon,  whit  h 

i  I  I. '.til  orf.  of  the  vicinity  ol  Gre  it  Slave  Lake,  the  native  might  result  in  the  forced  r>MHbli»hmcnl  of  mt-iin-  ••!  .  i>ininniii.  aiu>n  with  Ih* 

n'|i|>.-r  ilc-|>,<-.iis  ,.l   ili,-  l',i|i|HT  Mini-   Kivi-r,  and  the  copper  ores  of  the  north-  outer  world. 


It  i-.  thought  at  the  (if.'logn  ,il  Survey  Depart- 
nirni,  Ottawa,  that  the  Low  expedition  to  llmN.ui 
Bay  i»  probably  wintering  in  Chrsl.-rfirUI  Inlet. 
N.-  woril  ha«  been  received  from  the  expedition  for 
X.MIK-  month*,  nor  is  il  prohanlr  that  any  word  will 
I'.-  lii-anl  ol  llir  i-\ploifis  K>r  moiillis  \rl.  It  in 
i-\p,->ii-.l  thai  tin-  nii-mbfrs  of  the  expedition  will 
put  in  I lu-  long  Aivtii-  winter  surviving  and  gt-olo- 
gixing  ill,-  n-gioiiK around  the  Inlet. 

III.-  si,-rii-wlir.-l  stt-ami-r  which  the  1 1  ml  son's  Kay 

I   building    on    the    I'eace    Kivi-r,     Athabasca, 

for  their  rm-i    st-i  \  u •<•,  will  be   I  to  fcrl  long,  12  feet 


beam,  wilh  estimated  draught,  loaded,  of  ai  iiu-hrs. 
Her  machinery  will  consist  of  one  pair  of  direcl- 
ai  ling  paddle-wheel  marine  engines,  of  10  inches 
cylinder  diameter  and  48  inches  stroke,  and  two 
horizontal  fire-box  type  marine  boilers  48  inchr-  by 
18  feet,  supplying  steam  at  200  pounds  pressure. 

Apt  op«>s  of  the  steps  being  taken  by  the  Cana- 
dian Government  to  exeri  is,-  -oM-n-ignty  ..\er  the 
Hudson  Hay,  the  I'nited  Stales  Fish  Commission 
reports  that  during  eleven  years  American  whalers 
realized  $1,371,000  from  fill;  voyages,  or  $47,430 
per  voyage.  The  waterways  included  in  the 


"closure"  have  been  the  favorite  haunt*  of  the 
I'nited  Stale*  whalers,  who  make  their  winter 
quarters  in  the  Bay,  in  order  to  get  at  their  prry  on 
the  breakup  of  ice.  Last  summer  a  New  Bedford 
whaler  came  out  wilh  a  cargo  worth  $70,000,  alter 
having  been  in  the  Bay  iwenu -s,-\,-n  months.  A 
single  Bowhead  or  (ireenland  whale  may  be  woilh 
$40,000,  and  the  region  abounds  in  other  marine 
life  of  commercial  value  :  while  whale*  are  extra- 
ordinarily abundant,  an  well  as  seals  and  porpoises, 
«  od.  salnvtn,  halibul,  herrings,  etc..  also  abound  in 
the  leeming  waters  ol  'the  great  inland  sea. 


WOTICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS 


00  numerous,    and    of  so  varied    a   nature,   are   the 
enquiries    for    general    and    statistical    information 

that  have  been  received  at  the  offices  of"  KKSOI  KIKS' 
since  the  appearance  of  the  initial  issue  in  June  last, 
and  such  is  the  impossibility  of  replying  to  our  corre- 
spondents individually  and  at  length,  that  il  has  been 

decided   to  establish  .1 

••  Resource*  "  Bureau  of  Information 
for  the  benefit  of  our  subscribers  and  others. 

Upon  payment  to  us  of  a  merely  nominal  fee.   to 
cover  outlay,    we   shall    be    prepared   to   supply   sub- 

scnbeis  with  printed  reports  of  the  various  departments 

01  the    l-'ederal    and    the    Provincial   C.oxcrnments,    in- 
cluding  reports  and  maps  of  the    Geological   Survey, 
information  respect  ing  railways,  land  companies,  min- 
ing   and   lumbering  and  other  interests  of  the  country 
in   general. 

Addicsx     all      ,  onillliinu  alions     to 

III      .'I      Illloi  lll.lllOII, 

Board  of  Trade   Building, 

Montreal, 


'RESOURCES' 

nKVf.l.OI'Kn  and  VS'nEVKl.OPKD 

BRITISH    \OKTH    AMERICA 

Vol.   2  FEBRUARY.   19O4  No.   2 

PI-BUSHED   MONTHLY 

SUBSCRIPTION : 

Canada,   Great  Britain   and   Ireland,  and 
United  States,  $1.00  a  year. 

To  British    Colonies    and   Dependencies   and 

other  countries  within  the  Postal  Union, 

postage  prepaid,  $1.25  a  year. 

ALL  SUBSCRIPTIONS  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE 


BOARD  OF  TRADE  Bt  n  i> 

\iovm  \i ,  > 


Advertising   Ralrs  will  be  Quoted  on  Application. 


RESOURCES 


Agents 
Wanted 

IN     KVKRV    CITY 
AMI  -IOWS   IS 

Canada, 

TIIK 

United  States 

ASP    THE 

British  Isles 


TO  PROCURE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR 


RESOURCES 


We    furnish,    without  charge, 
sample    copies  of   RESOURCES, 

subscription  blanks,  receipt  blanks, 
and  everything  you  will  need  in 
taking  subscriptions.  Send  at  once 
for  full  equipment. 


RESOURCES 


British  fforthj\meri- 


A  MONTHLY  REVIEW  Of  tr>«  Oev*lop»d 

and  Undeveloped  WEALTH  of  lh« 
DOMINION  Of  CAN  AD  A  ant)  Of  NEWFOUNDLAND 


ard  of  Trade  Building. 
Nliy  Al..   CANADA. 


TEN  CENTS  A  COPY 
ONE  DOLLAR  A  YEAR 


AN  ILLUSTRATED  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  AND  REVIEW 
SHOWING  THE  ILLIMITABLE  RESOURCES  OF  THE  DOMINION 
OF  CANADA  AND  OF  NEWFOUNDLAND.  CONDUCTED  BY 
MEN  WHO  ARE  ALIVE  TO  PRESENT  CONDITIONS,  AND  WHO 
THINK  AND  PURPOSE  TO  DEMONSTRATE  THAT.  FOR  HOME 
SEEKERS  AND  INVESTORS  ALIKE.  BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA 
FURNISHES  UNRIVALLED  OPPORTUNITIES  AND  INDUCE- 
MENTS. 


High 
School 

Boys, 
College 

Students, 

Teachers 

and 

Others, 

can  find   profitable 
eiiijiiox •iiii-ni  in  representing 

RESOURCES 

ilurin^  their 
spare    time. 


\Ve  desire  to  appoint  a 
local  representative  to  ob- 
tain subscriptions  in  every 
community. 

Previous  experience  un- 
necessary. A  good  income 
to  be  secured  during  one's 
leisure  hours. 

EVERY  business  man 
subscribes  on  sight. 


"RESOURCES"  furnishes  the  opportunity  to  earn  a  few 
extra  dollars  without  conflict  with  your  present  occupation. 
By  devoting  all  of  your  time  to  the  quest  you  can  readily 
command  a  substantial  income. 

You  have  a  number  of  friends  who  will  readily  subscribe 
to  "RESOURCES."  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  draw  their 
attention  to  the  Magazine.  Show  it  to  them  !  The  Magazine 
will  do  the  rest. 

For  cash  subscriptions  to  "RESOURCES"  we  will  allow 
you  a  commission  of  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS  on  each  subscription  ; 
if  you  secure  fifty  subscribers  we  will  increase  the  commission 
to  THIRTY  CENTS  on  each  subscription,  and  for  one  hundred 
subscribers  we  will  allow  you  THIRTY-FIVE  CENTS  on  each 
subscription. 

Send  to-day  for  sample  copy  and  subscription  blanks,  and 
introduce  "RESOURCES"  to  your  friends  with  this  issue. 

"RESOURCES"  should  be  in  every  Canadian  home  and 
place  of  business.  It  is  worthy  the  careful  study  of  British 
and  Foreign  Investors,  Manufacturers  and  Home-seekers. 


"RESOURCES"  is  comprehensive  in  its  scope.  Its  con- 
tents are  educative  and  interesting.  Its  dress  is  attracth  e. 
The  price  is  a  popular  one — One  Dollar  a  year— or  about  eight 
cents  a  month — less  than  two  cents  a  week. 


COLLEGE  STUDENTS  AND  SCHOOL  BOYS  will  find 
in  a  future  issue  of  early  date  several  interesting  Premiums, 
entitling  prixe  winners  to  Camping  and  Fishing  Outings  during 
the  forthcoming  summer,  FREE. 


ST.    LOUIS   EXPOSITION 

Every  student  and  scholar  is  planning  to  visit  the  Exposi- 
tion commemorating  the  Louisiana  Purchase.  The  question  in 
their  minds  is  : 

How  can  it  possibly  be  done,  and  at  the  least  cost  to  the 
individual  ? 

Or  can  it  be  done  without  expense? 

Yes,   it  can. 

In  an  early  issue  "RESOURCES"  will  tell  its  College 
and  School  subscribers  all  about  the  terms  governing  its 


FREE   TRIPS   TO   THE   ST.    LOUIS    EXPOSITION 


RESOURCES 


(  t 


Northern    Railway 

./ 

of    Canada. 


TIMBER  LIMITS  & 
WATER  POWERS 
FOR  SALE.  .  .  . 
SPRUCE,  PINE  & 
HARDWOODS.  .  . 
IDEAL  SITES  FOR 
PULP  MILLS.  .  . 
UNEXCELLED  EX- 
PORT FACILITIES 
AT  QUEBEC.  .  . 


.  //>/>/)•  to  office   of  Company,   Ql  7:7>'/:'( ',   (Jii,: 


Canada  Atlantic  Railway. 


The  numerous  Mill  Sites. 
Water  Powers,  vast  Timber 
and  Mineral  Lands  adjacent 
to  this  Railroad  afford  desi- 
rable locations  for  Wood 
Working  Factories,  Flour 
Mills,  and  manufacturing 
enterprises  of  every  descrip- 
tion  

Liberal  encouragement  \\ill 
be  given  manufacturers,  and 
correspondence  is  invited.  . 


K.   R.   BRHMNKR, 

Aisi.  Gen.  Freight  Agent. 


W.    P.   HINTON. 

lien.  Freight  Agent. 


C.  J.  SMITH, 

Gen.   Traffic  Manager. 

OTTAWA,  ONT. 


Quebec  and  Lake  St.  John 
Railway. 


The  Shawinigan  Water 
and  Power  Co. 

SIIAWINKiAN     FALLS.     I  >.  <<>. 


KXCKU.KNT  I. AM)  FOR  SALF.  BY  GOVERNMENT 
IN   I. A  KM  ST.  JOHN  VALLKY  AT 
NOMINAL  PRICIvS. 


New  settlers,  their  families 
and  a  limited  quantity  of 
effects  will  be  transported 
by  the  Railway  free.  Special 
advantages  offered  to  parties 
(.•-tal.lishinK  mills  and  other 

industries 

This  Railway  runs  through 
200  miles  of  the  finest  spruce 
forests  in  America,  through 
a  country  abounding  in 
water  powers,  and  of  easy 
access  to  steamship  docks  at 
Quebec.  AN  IDKAI.  LOCA- 
TION FOR  THK  pru>  IN- 

IH  STKY 

/•',»    in/,»  nnitioii    iiMirss   fht  Offices  of  the 
ifri n\\    O  !«•/»•<-,    Quf. 


POWER    AVAILABLE  -  100,000    HORSE    POWER. 

CTILI/ED   AT  SHAWINIGAN    FALLS.  20.000  H.  P. 

11.000  H.  P.  KLKCTRIC 
7.000  11.  P.  HYDRAULIC 

Among  Companies  utilizing  power  arc  the  following  : — 

NORTHERN  ALUMINfM  COMPANY, 

BKLOO  PULP  &  PAPER  COMPANY, 

SHAWINIGAN  CARBIDE  COMPANY, 

ELECTRO-MANGANESE  COMPANY. 

SHAWINIGAN  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  COMPANY. 

SHAWINIGAN   FALLS  TERMINAL  RY.  COMPANY 
At  Sorel.  P.  Q. 

SOREL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY, 


6000  H.  P.  NOW  BEING  DELIVERED  TO  MONTREAL  (86  miles) 

The  longest  transmission  line  of  its  Toltagc  (50.000  rolls) 
in  the  world. 


Manufacturers  desiring  power  and  locations  apply  to  Ike 
Secretary  of  the  Company,  Montreal,  Qiu. 


In   v. riliiikj  .i.lvfi-iiM-ni  plo.i«r  mention 


THe     Canadian    NortH-AA^est     Homestead     Regulations 


ANN'  even  numbered  section  of  Dominion  Lands  in  Manitoba  or  ihe 
*^  North-west  Territories,  excepting  8  and  -id,  which  has  not  been 
homesteaded,  nr  reserved  lo  provide  wood  lots  for  settlers  or  for  other 
purposes,  may  be  homesteaded  upon  In  any  person  who  is  the  sole  head  of  a 
family,  or  any  male  over  i.s  years  of  age,  to  the  extent  of  one  quarter  set-lion 
(usually  containing  160  acres.) 

Entry. 

Knlry  may  be  made  personally  at  the  loeal  land  office  for  the  district  in 
whifh  the  land  to  be  taken  is  situate,  or,  if  the  homesteader  desires,  he  may, 
on  application  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Ottawa,  the  Commissioner  of 
Immigration,  Winnipeg,  or  the  local  ag-ent  for  the  district  in  which  Ihe  land 
is  situate,  receive  authority  for  someone  to  make  entry  for  him.  A  fee  ot 
$10  is  charged  fora  homestead  entry. 

Homestead  Duties. 

\  settler  who  has  been  granted  an  entry  fora  homestead  is  required  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act  and  the  amendments  thereto  to 
perform  the  conditions  connected  therewith  under  one  of  thj  following 
plans  : — 

i.  At  least  six  months'  residence  upon  and  cultivation  of  the  land  in 
each  year  during  the  term  of  three  years. 

-'.  II  the  father  (or  mother,  if  the  father  is  deceased)  of  any  person  who 
is  eligible  to  make  a  homestead  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
resides  upon  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  entered  for  by  such  person  as  a 
homestead,  the  requirements  of  this  Act  as  to  residence  prior  to  obtaining 
patent  may  be  satisfied  by  such  person  residing  with  the  father  or  mother. 

3.  If  a  settler  has  obtained  a  patent  for  his  homestead,    or   a   certificate 
for  the  issue  of  such  patent,  countersigned  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this 
Act  and  has  obtained  entry  for  a  second  homestead,  the  requirements  of  this 
Act  as  to  residence  prior  to  obtaining  patent  may  be  satisfied  by  residence 
upon  the  first  homestead,  if  the  second  homestead  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
first  homestead. 

4.  If  the  settler  has  his  permanent  residence  upon  farming   land    owned 
by  him  in  the  vicinity  of  his  homestead,  the  requirements  of  this  Act  as  to 
residence  may  be  satisfied  by  residence  upon  the  said  land. 


The  term  "  vicinity  "  used  ab.ue  is  meant  to  indicate  the  s.-unr  lown.ship 
01  an  adjoining  or  coinering  township. 

A  settler  who  avails  himself  01  the  provisions  ot  t  l.mses  i  _> ),  l.ilor  141 
must  cultivate  30  acres  ol  his  liomesleatl  or  substitute  .'n  head  of  stock,  with 
buildings  for  their  accommodation,  and  have,  besides,  So  acre-,  substantially 
fenced. 

The  privilege  of  a  second  entrv  is  restricted  by  law  lo  those  setileis  onlj 
who  had  fully  completed  the  duties  upon  (heir  lirsl  homesteads  on  or  before  I  he 
2nd  of  June,  1889. 

Every  homesu-adcr  who  tails  10  cotnplv  with  the  requirements  ot  (he 
homestead  law  is  liable  to  have  his  entrv  cancelled,  and  the  land  ma\  lie 
again  thrown  open  for  entry. 

Application  for  Patent 

Should  be  made  at  the  end  of  three  years,  before  the  Local  Agent,  Sub- 
Agent,  or  the  Homestead  Inspector,  Before  making- application  for  patent, 

the  seitler  must   give  six   months  notice  in   writing  to    the    I'oinniissioi'. 
Dominion  Lands,  at  Ottawa,  ol  his  intention  to  do  so. 


Information. 

Newlv  arrived  immigrants  will  receive  at  the  Immigration  Ollice  in 
Winnipeg,  oral  any  Dominion  Lands  Office  in  Manitoba  or  the  North-west 
Territories,  information  as  to  the  lands  that  are  open  for  entry,  and  from  ihe 
officers  in  charge,  free  of  expense,  advice  and  assistance  in  securing  land  to 
suit  them.  Full  information  respecting  the  land,  timber,  coal,  and  mineral 
laws,  as  well  as  respecting  Dominion  Lands  in  the  Railway  Belt  in  British 
Columbia,  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  at  Ottawa,  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba,  or  to  any  of  the  Dominion  Land  Agents  in  Manitoba  or  the  North- 
west Territories.  In  addition  to  r'ree  Grant  Lands  to  which  the  regulations 
above  stated  refer,  thousands  of  acres  of  most  desirable  lands  are  available 
for  lease  or  purchase  from  railroad  and  other  corporations  and  private  firms  in 
Western  Canada. 


Regulations    for    Disposal    of    Minerals    on    Dominion    Lands 
in     Manitoba    and    tKe    North- West    Territories 


COAL. — Coal  lands  may  be  purchased  at  $10  per  acre  lor  soft  coal  and  $20 
for  anthracite.  Not  more  than  320  acres  can  be  acquired  by  one  individual  or 
company.  Royalty  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  on  the 
gross  output. 

Qt'ARTZ. — Persons  of  eighteen  years  and  over  and  joint  stock  companies 
holding  free  miner's  certificates  may  obtain  entry  for  a  mining  location. 

A  free  miner's  certificate  is  granted  upon  payment  in  advance  of  $7.50 
per  annum  for  an  individual,  and  from  $50  to  $100  per  annum  for  a  company, 
according  to  capital. 

A  free  miner,  having  discovered  mineral  in  place,  may  locate  a  claim 
1,500  x  i, 500 feet. 

The  fee  for  recording  a  claim  with  Agent  of  Dominion  Land  is  $5. 

At  least  $100  must  be  expended  on  the  claim  each  year  or  paid  to  the 
mining  recorder  in  lieu  thereof.  When  $500  has  been  expanded  or  paid,  the 
locator  may,  upon  having  a  survey  made,  and  upon  complying  with  other 
requirements,  purchase  the  land  at  Si  an  acre. 

The  patent  provides  for  the  payment  of  royally  on  the  sales  not  exceeding 
five  per  cent. 


PLACER  mining  claims  generally  are  100  feet  square  ;  entry  fee  $5, 
renewable  yearly. 

A  free  miner  may  obtain  two  leases  to  dredge  for  gold  of  five  miles  each 
for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  renewable  in  the  discretion  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior. 

The  lessee  shall  have  a  dredge  in  operation  within  one  season  from  the 
date  of  the  lease  for  each  five  miles.  Rental,  $10  per  annum  for  each  mile  of 
river  leased.  Royalty  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  |x-r  cent,  collected  on  the 
output  after  it  exceeds  $10,000. 

PETROLEUM. — All  unappropriated  Dominion  Lands  in  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories  are  open  to  prospecting  for  petroleum,  and  the  Minister 
mav  reserve  for  an  individual  or  company  having  machinery  on  the  land  to  be 
prospected,  an  area  of  640  acres.  Should  the  prospector  discover  oil  in  paying 
quantities,  and  satisfactorily  establish  such  discovery,  an  area  not  exceeding 
640  acres,  including  the  oil  well  and  such  other  land  as  may  be  determined, 
may  be  sold  to  the  discoverer  at  the  rate  of  $i  an  acre,  subject  to  royally  at 
such  rale  as  may  be  specified  by  Order-in-t. "ouncil. 

JAMES  A.   SMART, 

Deputy  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Ottawa,  Ont. 


Done  at  the  offices  of  The  C.ucrtiii  1'rintiiiR  Company.  Montreal 


